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Ke E SOME. Thar- dhe onder ſent, by the Hirsctor to their 
ſervants in India to abſtain from ſchemes of conqueſt and extenſion e 
| 'of dominion; add is confine then views to « ſyſtem of defence, forbidding 5 
by | all unneceffary interference in the quarrels of the country powers, of the ens 
| tering into new engagements with them in offenſive alliances, recommending _ 
at the ſame time preſervation of peace, and the maintenance of an ingjplab walk, 
. Eharafter for moderation and good. faith, by a ſteady adherence to treaties 
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native princes in Hindoſtan, and to reſtote confidents; und o hem dhe ſin- 


cerity of our intentions, that an immediate ſtop be put 20.4 Atem of policy 
ſo ruinous in its conſequences do this Company and the Public. | 335 | 
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verance in the ſyſtem of conduct, fo frequently enjoined by the Court of 1485 : 
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Over imm üſhcial bach of admiſlion/ins the direflion ) by which we 

bound ourſelves; in every inſtance, to counſel, adviſe, ànd act to the 
bet of our jodgment for the intereſt of the Company, obliges us, in diſ- 
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removing from the goyernment of Bengal, at this J a 
Warren Haſtings Eq the preſent Governor General. MS 1 = 
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SzconD, Becauſe, while he po ideal ar in India continue in | their | 


preſent unſettled ſtate, a PAR removal of the Company's firſt imme- 


1: diate irepreſentative would, e add. greatly en 
comfuſion. AE 1 An 81 n ist 3 + Moin, TAKE 


rann, Becauſe we e hold Me. ere 0 Have ities an | a 
| ro. thoſe of any man whom we might chooſe for his ers together 
b "ich. more extenſive experience, more local know nowledge, and more more per- 
| fonaf weight th 2ughout India, than is poſſeſſed by any Tubje& of Great 
Britain; and —— we 2 him the _ ae . 2 a 


© general peace. Hom) id to: none ods v3, nr 
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would tend to quiet the minds, or to reſtore us the confidence of the 
native princes of Hindbſtan, — 7, oem ren and 
chat confidence already impaired. 1 M09 A 3598: en 


Firru. Becauſe we hold the e rs me es d me. 


* the treaty with Rugobah, and to be no'othicrwiſe-comieted with Mr. 
A 2 ä HFaſtings's 


charge of a palaful but noceſſary duty, and under the ſtrongeſt impteſſtons 
of conſcientious conviction, te ptoteſt, as we no de, e ache 
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Suxvh. Bechuſe he war in the; Canstie is iclsariy Gefehfiue, and 1 


influence at Poonah, by which we conceive him to have rendered a moſt 
| important ſervice to che Company and che nation. ina , 
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2; OI nor do we allow that our negociations, as they con 


Mr. Haſtings; have been impolitic ; and we utterly e eee 8 


| influence and reputation are [declined wa Hindoſtan, as every, 
diſpatch brings freſh proof of their extenſio . eingo 10 


SEVENTH. "Weed, admitting the orders of thi ef to their different | 


ſettlements to have been conſtantly and conſiſtently abſolute in prohibirion 
of all ſchemes of conqueſt,! we: {till think that the. Company's partial 


approbation of particular ĩneidents in the courſe of the: preſent war, ſuch 
as their ratification of the treaty with Ragobah, of the expedition to 
Poonah, and of the march of Colonel Leſlie's detachment 1 Song 
| _ tended. fo a tacit admiſſion of its general r l 
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Eiohrn. Beeayles dns it appears to us, that the ſyſtem of Anden 


politicks is, from internal cauſes, liable to conſtant and - unavoidable 
fluctuation, through the claſhing intereſts of, the Native. powers, Ar and 
interference of European nations, ſo that no poſſible plan can be laid 


8 down for our governments abroad, o comprehenſive | and well! modelled | 
as to enable them at all rimes, and under all Cay, to preſerve 


| an inflexible neutrality, | "ies 15 Tt 
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Nivru. Becauſe the reſolutions of this Court, on which Mr. Mains 
propoſed removal is founded, do not advance any ſpecific charge again(t 
him, much leſs afford a ſhadow of proof that he is the ſole. author, or 
even the principal adviſer, of che meaſures therein, condemned. 


FinaLLy. Becauſe our laſt diſpatches give us reaſon” to EY that a 
peace is at this inſtant ſettled with the  Mahrattas, by Mr. Haſtings's 
negociation; becauſe he has found reſources for the Company's exigen- 
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des abroad in 3 many of their, confidential ſervants: 


pronounced them to be irtecoverably ruined ;—and. becauſe: every diſ- 
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Tus Court of Dire@tors havie: come ta refolution: 8 to 
« remove Warren Haſtings Eſq;, from the office of Governor General 
of Bengal;“ and the only reaſons aſſigned are, that his ideas of 


« extenſion. of dominion, either by negociation or-conqueſt; have led him 


& to depart from the orders fo oftert enforced,” without pointing out any 
one inſtance in which he his actually depatted from the ſaid orders : As 1 
am convinced it would not have been poſſible for any perſon, in his ſituation, . 
to have adhered more ſtrictly to the orders of the Court of Directors than 


he has done, 1 think ene et in . nn e e and 
unjuſt... | bag 5 e tb 
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But 1 d feel myſelf undeſerving of the. confidence of my, Sagen | 
if 1 did not proteſt againſt the removal of Mr. Haſtings at this particular 
junQure, as I do. not believe there now exiſts his equal; in ability, diſin- 


tercſtedneſs, and anxiety to promote the welfare of the Company. A recent 
inſtance is now before us; I alfude to the letter received a few days ago 
from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, dated April 8, 1782; 
in which it appears that his extraordinary, unparalelled exertions, at a moſt 
critical period, and at a time chat it was grnerally, imagined his _— 
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5 wes totally exhauſted pan), that during che nn 
from the iſt of Auguſt, 1781, to the 1ſt of March, 1782, he had ſupplied 
Fort St. George in money, e N to the amount of current 


And had id ſupplicd Boinbay ee & of May, 


1781, to the uſt of March, 1782, — ͤ—ͤ[ 


- He had realized that year an ee n for Eu- 
rope, to the amount o ß — — 
And further expected to realize, in about chree 
weeks from the date of the 1 8 to the furth 
amount of _ Bhi 
Excluſive of the inveſtment. that 1 Dutch had 
provided, which we have poſſeſſion of, and 
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Ki is be ſo Tao ay 3 a war in different parts of India, the 
chief burden of which has fallen on Bengal, has increaſed our debt there to 
che amount of 200,00,000; but I have not a doubt, that when once peace 
is reſtored, if Mr. Haſtings, is not recalled, it will, nente more rapidly 
than it has increaſed during the war: and the weight of it has nat oppreſſed 
us here in England; as, during Mr. Haſtings's government, he has never 
drawn on the Company beyond the limits allowed by an act of parliament 
made during a time of profound peace at home and abroad: and this letter 
of April 8 laſt, particularly _— his intentions of drawing on us this 


Fear to the amqunt of only N With theſe facts before us, and 
every province under Mr. Haſtings's government in as perfect tranquillity as 


they ever were during profound peace, I cannot help expreſſing my furpriſe 


at this haſty, reſolution to recall him. 


A moment's reflection on the ſeries of Sai POW that Mr. Haſtings 


has rendered to us, and to this kingdom, ever ſince his acceſſion to the 


government 
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mz diſſenting, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to his removal theſe forvighs "i | 
endeavoured to expreſs in Court this day, during debe en this ſubſet. 
-ead-which I think it my duty now to ſubmit to paper. 


- In, 1773. the Company owed. for the poſtponed payments £11,500,000 3 
to diſcharge, which, a loan of £ 1,490,900. was advanced. by government; 
 fince which (previous to the iſt. of March, 1782) the above ſum has been 
paid, and the bond debt reduced to £:1,387,000, and other ſtanding debts. 
paid + off, to the amount Weng ce dr making together the ſum of 
£ 3,202,600, — — and other ** — | 


Des parimine 1 GATE ATA AE Aa of the eee of. 
Bengal, during the time Mr. Haſtings has been in the chair: as a proof of 
Kat nnn which, I think. earry cohvichon. 
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1 'chbfefore uo HR Sidektthly dabtt int he düster off our 
; 25 Sovernor General, Warren Haſtings Eſq. againſt whom there is no 
ſpecific charge; and who has rendered, IEA TEM 1 rene, 
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> | Want words co ah my 8 at the determination of the majo- _ 

rity of our Court of the 224 inſtant, on the reſolutions handed to us by 
our very worthy, Chairman and Deputy, for each of whom no Gentleman 
can polfibly entertain a higher regard than myſelf, and therefore when I dif- 
fer om them in opinion, it gives me a ſenſible mortification. 


a Any comment on thoſe reſolutions-coming from me may appear invidious; 
bur botind as 1 am in duty, both to my conſtituents and myſelf, 1 cannot 
ſuppreſs my apprehenſions of the pernicious conſequences, of which I am 
perſuaded they will be productive. They convey to my mind little more 

chan a panegyrick on ourſelves, and on thoſe who have preceded us 3 and 
anſtead/ of proving a ſingle iota of criminality on the Governor Gerccal, 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. they ſeem to me to amount to this only: It is 

our will and pleaſure to remove thils valuable ſervant of the Company; 
nor do we think it neceſſary to produce a ſingle ſpecific charge in 0 

port of a meaſure of ſo much conſequence.” L 
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Fnxr. Becauſe» I hνν not been. abe t diſcover, from the recordsg of 
the Company, that Miri Haſtings» ſtunds juſtlyi chargeable wick having 
diſobeyed the orders of the Court of, Directors, in the bort which he 
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has taken i in the : Maratta War; ut on the | contrary it appears ou clearly t to 
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Tam. Becadfe'the Hirtiovali of Mr. Haſtings might not only be the means 


of fruſtrating the well: grouũded expectations given us by our late diſ- 


patches of his being able to conclude a general peace with the country 


powers, but at this 
vulſion in India as would be fatal to the intereſt of the Company. 


itical juncture it might occaſion ſuch a con- 


FourTH. _ Becauſe, through the ſpirited and unexampled exertions made by 
Mr. Haſtings, the Invaſion of Heyder Alli has been ſeverely checked, 
our valuable ſettlements.on the coaſt of Coromandel have been preſerved, 
and many important acquiſitions obtained from our European enemies. 

; Firrn. 


* 


V [ fired 7 

| kes Becauſe no mam, even wich dhe ſame. talents. and zeab without = 7 
. the ike experience; and knowledge of the. country; which Mr, Haſtings = 

poſſeſſea, could find, as he-has done, the vaſt; reſources neceſſary for;fuck 


— ſcene of agp i ew! e of the Company | 1 
- Inveſtment, {+> TY: a 4 wot; or be ty * 75 g e | | ity 
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ing and difficuly ficuations, Me, Haſtings has performed the moſt 1905 
"Ervices for the Company, with an | in y which — acknow- 
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Mr, Chairm Br a rl die 49.561. bi. aft 
i | ko, call the Proprietors rogether, and. 
I have already explained the private intelligence which induced, me fo to 0% 
| This inclligence bay born naw fully. viediemed by the ffci) diſpatch you 
bave.cead.z.. but, the recent, reſolutions, come, to by the Court o Directors for 
diſmiſſing Mar. Haſtings, the principal of thoſe ſervants, to whom I wiſhed 
to offer thanks this day, renders it vain, to propoſe marks of approbation to 
a part of them. while he is, no) longer at the head of our ſervice, or rather 
while his relative exiſtence with; reſpect to us, ſtands ;ſuſpended. It will 
therefore, bs neceſſary on my part to nem model. the motion I had. intended, 
CCC 


We ;as well as to the intelligence we have juſt heard. Le 
1 i 1 Inn 
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it. wage ge fene vf che CH fe Bile hat been tefmundd uf 
wichoyrth2 extrffold ef lugdse ifiuchee\, Gif che Cu ef Deckers tad 
not chemſelves been parties * the diſpute. But when I conſideFthe'? erte 
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25 terms in ſtaring MULLET) or propeſi ng A; motion to ſeſcind 


their reſolution, that I myſt admire their. yigtue in. withſtanding antfice, 
temptation, andauthority, applied in ſach yarious ways to ſhake their opinions 1 
However Feſpectab e they. may. be as a body and as individaly, they 4 ge 
ſtill Bk with the paſſions of other men; and ihe · efoloz after ſuch- u 
ſtroggſe, with the bias of the opinion of the Houſe of Commons hanging 


on their minds, however irvegulerly-this-wens-obrained; that Ten men ſhould be 
ag of Twenty-three, to o poſe «| the, 1 ſolution for dj ſmiſing M r. Haſt- - 
1088, is mach} more wonderful to my y min: , than eb a 59 5. ele ; 
ſhould be found ic Veld or on fuck a g f arlfion,  W 45 2 ba 
the members of this reſpectal ne 4 5 e n ing 
vote in the uſual way for oppoſing the meaſure, but have allo entere 2 . 
Proteſts in the manly, forcible language they haye uſtd, replete With the. 
ſtrongeſt reaſoning, without | the flighteſt tinQure of ty tothe” willing that. 
erity” and the Whole Golla Would judge bf t boy Arguments and their 
totives, 1 am defirdtis/t acq ttt their Brethicn 6A any weakneſs they may 
have ſhewn in this conteſt in Favour of the incottoprible Vrtoe· when has 
appeated In their affociates.” There is andther pleafire rde From the 
Proteſts Which have been feld, and this T Nite Withött aft) inbidicus Coch. 
pariſon of men or their talents: thut all thode PDftectbrl ho Have terved in 
India, who ate intimately cohverſant with" the fcencs under cönſicer ation, 
have given their opinions not on for-acquitting Mr. Haſtings, But m beats 
ing teſtimony to his great merit in thoſe very trünfactions Which form the 
ſubſtance of his accufation. The * therefore Ultdr 1 feel ariſes From 


1 | another 


. chan. dat of Tad 8 of. usgang FI b 
coolcipuſnels of my Oh inability of. adding, ann th thing. 50, the Rar 5 
have IBAN offre; hougrey, 46.1 hays. zurned my Mind do the- 
and as I. thiak it the duty of ibaſe accuſtomed. to ſpeak in p ablick hl 
their ſuppoxt to the: ſentiments; of men whoſe conduct is þ 50505 1 
dell proceed, and.lay- before. the Cours ſuch thoughts as have occvffed 16 
me. much more in the hope of \ fortifying,others ; in the ſentimengs they pot 
have already formed from the judicious Prot they have Ws, 
adding any further conviction to their minds, which wuſt bealready comple 
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m fully canſcions of the awful ſicvation in which ul o now ſand, inc 

poſing, a-4clolucion. that ſhall militace. againſt the ray of the 11 5 
Commons z. but, happily, the ground upon which the Court: of Drechore 
hays Sheſen 10 difvils Mr. Haſtings, enabley-me to oppoſe one feſolve 
againſt another, and to balance the account. At the: ſame time it is happy 
for, us in many inſtances, when hear and party ſpirit enter into the! dender. 
tions; of, that aſſemply, that their reſolytions' ate not to bene oni us! 
law... Mr. , Haſtings bolds his ſrgarion by-a a legillacive” ren hit! 6f A 
att. of parliament ; and it is vain apd | Jumptuou $ in thoſe who" pred 
he gan be re »y the e opinions, of a- e branch 'of ths. 
* | Yom 50 SE; < NTT 
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Pr. Haſtings is an extetive” officer of the\ ſtate, as well as of the Eaſt 
india Company; yet ſo ſtrongly did the fratners of choſe ad of parliament: 
ſor regulating, our affairs in India, ſee the neceſſity-of holding out a ſtable; 
government to the inhabitants of chat part of the world,” that the+propyietors,. 
were abridged of a principal part of their privilege; in diſplacing their 
ſervants at their pleaſure; nor was that prerogative given do the Crown.:.. 
| how much leſs then call we allow, that a vote of the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould. have this effect, even ſuppoſing it had been paſt aſter hearing the 
defence of ; the, party acculed ? But when we know that the ordinary forms of 
proceeding had bzen violated in this inſtance; that the Select Committee, as 


__ well che Seceer, Committee, had Kannen their LA from 
521011 | | members 
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 rietfibers of their on body; in ſhort, chat che accuſed beser beerd in- 
his defence; chat it was pretended the proceedings of the Committees, 
or the reſolutions of the houſe in conſequence, were only to be couſidered WW 


the proceedings of a grand) Jury finding the charge, which was afterwards to 


be Wat upon the evidence to be produced; I am ſtill led tö hold oor | 
tion of the Houſe of Cominbns light-r in my mind, except where the facts 


would bd have affected me, ſoppoling ſachs OG IHE weren, 
: 1 A 


By the — — of all 5 aRive „ in ning bajo theſe hs | 


lutions ip parliament, I have I right to conſider myſelf as a petit juryman 
on 'rhis occalion, which | right T mean freely to exerciſe; and if the preceding 
reſolution of the Houſe of Commons is to have any weight on my mind, 1 


am got in a fit diſpoſition to give a verdict. If I have the power of con- 


demnation or acquittal according to my vote, I muſt be left free to exerciſe 


my judgment according to. the evidence that may be produced. If I am 
not left at liberty to acquit as well as condemn, it is unfit I ſhould place 


myſelf i in the ſeat of juſtice, and we ought all to retire from this aſſembly. 
Tbe vote of the. Houſe of Commons therefore, ſtating, That it is the 
« duty of the Directors to diſmiſs Mr. Haſtings,” will have no other influ- 


ence on my mind, than that of inducing me more carefully to examine every. 


particular before I paſs judgment on the occaſion. The conſtitution of the 
Eaſt India Company as it is now formed, intermixed with affairs of ſtate, 
calls upon the Proprietors to be more cautious in the exerciſe of the few 
privileges which are left to them but it is far from calling upon us 
tamely to deſert them, or ignominiouſly to adopt the opinions of others 
as reſolutions of our own ; like the decrees of the Roman ſenate, retaining the 
expreſſions and forms of the republic, when the power had been long 
wreſted from them, and they could only be conſidered as the regiſters of 
the ſentiments of others. I wiſh to give the propoſition I ſhall offer to the 


Court ſo calm and deliberate a diſcuſſion, that I am deſirous of avoiding | 


every thing ſharp or acrimonious z and yet I cannot paſs in filence the un- 


due influence which has been — to be exerciſed in cloſetting the 
Judges 


41 


Tudges after the reſolutions Ucon of Directors had be 1 tabled, I with 
40; heat what. thoſe joyful promulgatdrs of the virtues of gur new miniſters 
will ſay in exeuſe-for.theip,conduR,.., Every one muſt remember 28 what | 
indignation. I was treateil for doubring their declarations and. promiſes nor. to 
interfere in the management of the affairs of the Company Ye I myſt 40 
knowledge that duriag the ſtrongeſt , doubes of their ſincerity, 1 never thought 
they, would-have.. proceeded ,to, the) indecent lengths which they pradtiſed | a 
 few.days ago. The diſpoſition we ſhould briog into this allembly i is. to oF | 
with patience, examine with impartiality, and to pronounce with, firmne 

We are upon the trial of a man who has ſerved this Company in arduous. 
{fGepations for many years :. the honour. of the Company, the, property of the 
ocphan and the widow, out deareſt privileges, nay the bonour of the nation, 
andi the dignity. of every individual member of the Court, depends on our 
deciſion. We ſhould in particular guard againſt the evil che, of popular | 
aſſemblies, too frequently affected by any reverſe of fortune, and biaming their 
beſt commandets, who cannot always command ſucceſs; while, on the 
other hand, we are to ayoidjeyery factious attachment to particula perſons, 
| however, ſplendid. their names, Thele,ars the. ſentiments v with which 1 defire 
to conſider the reſolutions of the Court of Directors before us and the 
firſt remark I ſhall make upon them js, that they deal too much in compli- 
mentary phraſes to themſelves, and keep entirely to general aſſertions, with- 
out daring..w grapple; with particular fats, - s to the firſt remark,. | it in- 
duces me, in deference, to their acknowledged modeſty, to believe the reſo- 
lutions wete not drawn by themſelves: and, as to the ſecond part, there 
needs no more with..a..man of ſenſe to convince him that no actual eberge 
- could be found where ſuch powerful bodies of men have been ſitting i in ſcru- 
tiny for ſo many months, brooding over out misfortunes, and yet have ſtated 
nothing ſpecific, and at laſt come forth with theſe crude, undigeſted, meli- 
fluous reſolutions, fo full of policy, wiſdom, and good faith at the beginnings, 
and ſo contrary 1 to every rule of juſtice i in the concluſion.—As the ſentiments. 
are general, and the expreſſions vague, it becomes neceſſary to ſift them, 
and force the promoters of thoſe reſolutions to join iſſue in ſome point upon 


which we can _— her A N Mr. cert! e in 
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Gi ln th "Tefkicedd to two tek; That — 
Dompahy in c *. wars and nepbeiltiensz and, That he has. lock che 
| e — the natives,—Ir is his lot to tet Aerie of ahi. 
action in the laultzunge of his opponents: they admit he ie a man of great 
0 ty, infinite reſource, much experience, und u perfect knowledge of the 
Politics of India; and yet they tell us he is Unt to de ut the hend-of our 
Affairs ink cilia f ſuch danger as this. When you come t aſk their objeQtion, | 
they tell e bi been aro ue wi, and” his ideas too vaſt; or in Other 
| words, that he is a wild projector. Gentlemen who reaſon chus ante ideas 
to the 5 word Ability very different from thoſe" which 1 aſiñgn. What 1 under- 
ſtand by ability is, char of applying the 
| Pepe ; to compare the dangers and advantages, to foreſee the riſques-and 
the reſources, to poſſeſs fertility of expechents 'in'cales of imisformne;'anide0 
apply every precaution to avoidthofe' accidents to Which all human actions 
are liable. But to call a wild prœjector a mam bf ability, is, in my opinion, 
a ſolecifm in language; and therefore the opponents of Mr. Haſtings 
| "mb ust eicher renounce their erordiutms, or abattbr/their charge. The Court 
of Directors have Hartlet! their imrbdudiion wich every ſpecies ef : gentleneſs 
x by: moderation; but they have baited rhe'conclufion-with gall and vehomi=— 
At! 18” adtnirted* on all hands, that the general inſtructious of the Court 


-of Pitectors were fair and peactable; but it is not from general ipſtruftions | 


we; are to judge of the conduct of political ſocieties, but from their particular 
Snjundtions, and the -applicitlon "of their rules, when appticd* ro practier. 
The mot mercileſs tyrant clothes che preamble of his deotees with ſuper- 
[abundant expreſſions of goodneſs. The late Eniprefs of *Rulſie; having 
made a ridiculous declaration. upon aſcending the throne, that ſhe would not 
ate away the life of any of her ſubjects, and afterwards, having bcraſion to 
exerciſe ſome feminine reſentments, begins her ſentence: in theſe" 'rerms : 
. We, from our great humanity, and the affection we bear for our ſubjecle, 
* having declared, upon aſcending the throne of our anceſtors, that we 
| 1 would not deprive any of our ſuhjects of the life which God hath 
* beſtawed; and. taking into our Imperial, conſideration _ the atrocious 
< crimes which the ſaid priſoners, A. B, and C. have committed, inſtead 
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proper means to obtain the end 1 
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., I. ae, Dafortunately for preachers of every kind, mankind attend 
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order, firſt, chat their legs and their arma be ſevered" Rom Air "bodies , 
und afrerwards, that their remaining trunk be corifined ih à dir 


Auring life.” It is ſo trite an obſervation of the parſon who preached the 
moſt moral ſermon and ptackited the vileſt debauckeries, and who flock 
always becume worſe, that 1 am alia w mention it to this Court, 
« The people, ſaid. he, ſhould never "mind what 1 do, but attend is haz 


much more to, what. is done than what is aide but if chis be true in 
morals, it is infinitely more neceſſary in politics, where declarations ate often 
made on purpoſe to deceive... Let us then apply this reaſoning to the par- 
 Licular orders of the Caurt of Directors. Unneceſſary wars and complicated 
ons, can only apply to the Maratta war, the war. with Hyder 
Ally, and che negocistions conſequent to both. As to the war with the 
Marattas, from whence all the other evils are reducible, it is certain it 
Directors to ſeize every opportunity of gaining poſſeſſion of Salſette and Baſ- 
ſein. Their words are very ſingular; We cannot point out the particular 
means, but we would rather they could be obtained by purchaſe than by 
« wir-“ Is not this fairly acknowledging, that if they cannòt be obtained 
by purchaſe, they would hazard a war to tequire them? Now, that fuch a 
HKavourable oppoctunity by the convullions at 'Poonah offered "itſelf, when 
Ragobah took ſhelrer with us, every one mult admit: we did not make the 
commotion; it was therefore fair, in politics, to "ſeize the opportunity. 
Though we have been unfortunate in ſupporting Ragobah, I. muſt Mill 
chink, with the Court of DireQors, that his pretenſions to the Peſhwahſhip 
was better founded than thoſe of his competitors ; and upon every view of 
the ſubjeR, I think the Governor and Council werte vindicated, by their 
inſtructions, and by the general policy of ſtates, conſidering cheir ſitua tion, 
and the loſing ſettlement. that Bombay has hitherto proved, to enter into the 
engagements. This was the opinion of the Court of Directors, upon being 
nee the erent "This wh their'0pinion a oe to the treaty of 
HS 5 


Poorunder. 
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Poorunder. I is true, 1 of Bengal, 0 | 


Mr. Haſtings, diſapproved+ \ of the treaty with Ragobah, as impolitic and 
unjuſt; and the majority deputed Colonel Upton to make peace with the 


Marattas, which was accordingly done; but this very peace, now ſo much 
held, forth as the leading objedt of all our politicks in the Eaſt, , Was. repro- 
bated by the Court of Directors, and cenſured it in * * ſeldom ved to 
ſervants who are continued i in authority, 5 


. 2 * - 


Both the Preſidencies of Bombay and Bengal, are directed * to ſeize 155 
« flighteſt pretence of provocation from the Maratta States, or * the 
« ſmalleſt article of noncompliance in their engagements, to Wal the , 
« treaty of Poorunder, and to conclude à treaty with Ragobah, on the 
«terms formerly agreed upon,” which, ſay they, are entirely conſonant 
« to our own ideas.” After ſuch inſtructions as theſe, how it is poſſible for 
the ſame body of men who ſigned them, or at leaſt the greateſt part, to 
impute the ſecond or ſubfiſting Maratta war to Mr. Haſtings, is beyond 
my comprehenſion. But this is not my opinion only; it is the dünner 
opinion of the Houſe of Commons, who ſay, in cheir Reſolutions ; * KA 


« 16. That it appears that the Court of Ditectors, by their leder to 
Bengal of 5th February, and to Bombay of 16th April, 1777, manifeſted 
ſome diſſatisfaction at the terms of the treaty of Poorunder, as it had not 
procured for the Company the ſurrender of Baſſcin, and gave very ſtrong | 
encouragement to both Preſidencies, to ſeize the lighteſt pretence of provo- 
cation from the Miniſters to renew their engagement with Ragobah. 


« 17. That it appears that the propoſitions of the Governor General, 
recorded on the 26th January 1778, were evidently founded on theſe ſenti- 
ments of the Court of Directors, contained demands on the Maratts 
adminiſtration greatly exceeding the conditions of the treaty of Poorunder, 
and opened the firſt deſign of _— a munen from nga” to the 
Malabar coaſt.” - 


By reading thoſe reſolutions, it may be alledged that I am a willing to give 
weight to the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, when they operate for 
| the 


Bt a t is | | 
be — would ' fapport; | bur deny them the, 8 — — — ge ket 5 
they apply againſt me. To obviate this, I muſt here obſerve, that thoſe 
reſolutions reſpecting the Directors were paſſed uninimouſly ; that they are 
founded not in deduction or inference, where men can. differ in opinion, but, 
ſtated as inconteſtable facts, chapter and verſe, from the records of the 
Company. Neither were they, ever controverted by any of the Dire ors 
then fitting in Parliament when they paſſed, and ſome of them were mem- 
bers of the very Committees who drew the; reſolutions ; whereas chat 
reſpecting Mr. Haſtings, was warmly oppoſed. A man's own evidence may, 
be taken againſt himſelf, and yet there is. no e in . that 
authority, when ir . n others. 


The S of the Houſe of Commons were ;evidemty hoſtile t to Mr. 
Haſtings, and drew their principal information from the bittereſt enemy | 
they could have examined, * where wounds of deadly hate had pierc'd ſo 
deep.“ I conſider this queſtion as one, upon the determination of which 

the privileges of this General Court will depend. The Houſe of Commons 
has extended its finger beyond the ſphere of its authority, to try the pulſe 
of the Proprietors. When I remember the caſe of Lord Strafford, my mind 
is fortified to make our ſtand here—He too was proſecuted by the Council | 
of York, the Iriſh Parliament, and the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, with 
enemies equally keen and ingenious to direct the ſhafts of their malice; par- 
ticular charges could not be proved, and general charges were adopted. 
When the King yielded his conſent to the bill of attainder, he declared to the 
world his own inſignificance, and the little dependance there could be placed 
upon him, and, in ſome meaſure, he ſigned his on death warrant, If we 
ſubmit to this mandate of the Houſe of Commons, where our own convic- 
tion does not follow, we ſhall equally ſtand contemptible, and merit the 
alienation. of our rights, which muſt ſoon follow. - Mr. Haſtings has been 
tried by the Secret Committee, the Select Committee, and the Houſe of 
Commons, and is now purſued by the miniſter. What the hiſtorian ſays of 
Lord Strafford, future ages may apply to him, if this vote (contrary to my 
81 belief) 


6 1 vpon.the. ag 
« of the world the united efforts, of three kingdoms again}, the ſingle. reſiſte- 
« ance of one man, ynprotetted by power, unalliſted by counſel, unpre+ 
<« meditate in reply: yet as far as juſtice, truth, or reaſon had any weight, he 


« appeared infinitely fuperior to them.” Such is. the judgement. of future 


ages upon that tranſaction, which colt that ſtateſman his life: let us be- 
ware we are not included in a ſimilar reproach, by yielding our judgements. 


to the authority of others, where it is notorious men were biaſſed in the de- 
termination, and that ſeveral of the judges were looking to enjoy the' very 


offices they were to render vacant by their votes. I think we have had ex- | 
amples enough of the effects of that narrow ſpirit which ſuppoſes that no 


merit can exiſt except in thoſe who are connected wih their party. 


recalled Admiral Rodney in the moment of his triumph; we haye * 


other changes at home and abroad ; but mankind ſeem now. to be waked 


from their delirium, and to ſee the bad effects of ſuch a conduct, and the 


vanity of ſuch empty boaſters. Let us give an example to the world, that, i in 
this ſcene of univerfal confuſion and charlatanery, the Eaſt India Proprietors 
have retained the juſt exerciſe of their underſtanding, and that whoever has 


— 4 


ſerved them falthfully may depend upon a fair and capdid trial, nor ; would | 


they ever be ſo far ſhaken by misfortune as to commit injuſtice. It is clear 


to every man who has conſidered this ſubject, that the wisfortunes of. the 


Company come from the convention of Worgam, the invaſion of the Car- | 


natic oy Hyder Ally, and the defeat of Colonel Baillie, 


pany will, any man riſe up and impute any of thoſe e e Bl 
Haſtings ? or, will-any. man ſay he. has not uſed every means in his power to 
remedy the evils ſpringing from them? I have not learat ſuch an accuſation 
from any of his foes. When you preſs them cloſe on the ſubject, they tell 
you of the Rohilla war, and the late tranſaction with Cheyt Sing. Wich 
reſpe&-ro the Rohilla war, I cannot allow that to come under conſideration; 
Mr. Haſtings has been tried, cenſured, and forgiven by the Proprietors more 
than ſix years paſt—His Majeſty's miniſters have twice filled up the name 


ne 


A eee Arend sess edles distese des ha bessa pm 
with tbe name of Haſtings, and rhey haus ſanctified hy their approbation all 
chan the execution of Sin Waker Raleigh, wh had only a pardon by impli- 
cation; yet how do mankind: ſhudder: at that tranſaction? Roſpecting the- 


extraordinary ſubſidy af Five katks demanded from Cheye Sing, which has. 
been condemned by de Hufe uf Commons and the Court of Pirectars, 1 

am convinced theit: ſentence has proceeded: from nat underſtanding the 
nature of; the Mogul Go „The, Fruprietors will obſerve chat the 
| Sgyercignty, of Benares ia in the,Companys -. Theitzibute.ls ſcttled 10.4 Peace 
eſtabliſnment. The. terms reſtraining further demands are in their; natute 
limited ta chat ſituation... Where the exigencies of the ſtate demand further ſup- 
plies, the ſupreme power muſt have authority to-require them. It is the only 
made of laxing a farther dax in-Jagoſtan; and a man might ag well plead a grant 
from the Crown tor, paying a pepper cora to exempt him from the land tax, = 
as Cheyt Sing hold up the grant of his ac mindary te cꝝempt him from the ge- 
neral contribution, We are landlefds 0 Cheyt Sing, a9: propsietats of his 
zemindary, and for. its uſuftuct he pays us a ſtipulated rent: we are his imme- 
diate ſovereigns as repreſentatives. of the Nabab Vizier, and we demand a 
tax in conſequence of our being the Gayarnment,; Lgrant that-chis, as well 
as, every other power. lodged: in the ſupreme authority, is liable to abuſe, and 
it is aur duty; ſtrictly to examine. The queſtian is, Whether, neceſſity. vin · 
or in. ſhort, Whether the diſeretional prerogative was wantonly or oppreſſively 
applied? In my conſcience, I think the five lacks/the:Rajaki refuſed to pay 
was not only reaſonable but moderate, conſidering the extent of the pro- 
vince: what happened ſoblequent, by. enforcing this contribution, I have 
not minutely examined. We all know that military execution is the only 
mode of enforcing even the payment of ir rents in that country. It. is cruel. ta. 
try a man upon the quiet ſeenes of peace, litting i in a cool corner four thouſand. 
hs Meera theres of. . en, think anner 
4 e 21 uopardon- 
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moſt humane man thought it neceſſary. T3 do not here pretend to give aux 
judgment upon the late advices reſpecting Cheyt Sing- they have not been 


laid before us, neither do they form any part of the preſent accuſation; What 


I am throwing out is only to prevent gentlemen from forming haſty opinions 


till they hear the whole matter; but ſo far I muſt obſerve, as ſome hat very 
ſtrange in judicial proceedings, that this affair of Cheyt Sing, which the 
opponents of Mr. Haſtings endeavour to lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon, came 
to their knowledge after their reſolution to condemn him had paſſed; neither 
have they choſen to include it as the cauſe of the Pteſent reſolutions of the 
Court of Directors now under our deliberation. But granting that Mr. 
Haſtings was poſſeſſed of that vaſt ambition and reſtleſs mind which his 


adverſaries have lately imputed to him, it does not follow from thence that 


he ought to be removed at this particular period, when the ſcene of action 
is ſo complicated and extended, that the greateſt genius might find ſufficient 
exerciſe. By proving that a man is unfit for ſcenes of peace, it by no means 
follows that he is unfit to conduct the operations of an extenſive war. We 
know, in the hiſtory of our own country, that the greateſt character it has 
produced declared himſelf unfit for the buſineſs of peace. The great Duke 
of Albemarle was not employed in the ordinary acts of the adminiſtration; 


* 
-—— 


yet, when the fire of London confounded and amazed this great city, he 


was armed with a ſpecies of dictatorial power. When the Dutch inſulted 
our coaſts, he was found the fitteſt man to chaſtiſe them; and when 
the plague had ſunk the ſpirits of all other * he was nn to 4 xm 
the moſt unſhaken underſtanding. ' | nn 


In theſe reſolutions of the Court of Directors, they have been adviſed 
by ſome falſe friends to deſert the ground on, which alone their own con- 
duct can be juſtified; namely, by maintaining that the orders they ſent re- 
ſpecting Ragobah, and the treaty of Poorunder, and the reſolution of 
retaining Salſezte and Baſſein under every circumſtance, was wiſe, politic, 
and proper, at the time the orders were iſſued}; and that nothing but a chain 
of unforeſeen events could have fruſtrated their views. So I think the late 

| miniſters 


N . 
miniſters and: their friends equally weak in their condock, in condewining the 
Court of Directors · for the letterꝭ they ſent; which,” we muſt ſuppoſe, had 

1 ſanction of their approbxtion, as all / letters are laid before them. 
We are told, che national hogour has been loſt by not fulfilling the con- 

vention of Worgam, by ſeizing the Guntoor Sirgar, and ſtopping the 
tribute payable, to the Nizam; but in the name of juſtice I demand, whether 
any man will accuſe Mr, Haſtings, as being the author of any of thoſe acts: 
and whether any man will nom riſe up in the Court and ſay, if he had been 
in the firuation 5 Mr. Haſtings, he would have confirmed the articles of that. 
convention ? No doubt, every breach of promiſe by which you gain, though. 
impelled by force, is di ſagrecable to the human mind, and leaves a painful 
reflection; eſpecially in war, where we are in the ſituation to force and to be 
forced, and therefore conſtraint cannot violate a military engagement like 
thoſe of civil Hife. But the queſtion turns upon the old diſpute, how far 
delegates are permitted to Engage. The moſt approved writers on. the law 
of nations do not think the Romans were wrong in the conduct they held 
upon the ſubmiſſion of their army at the Caudin Forks; and if, as I have 
been told, and as Mr. Haſtings was aſſured by General. Carnac, that before 
he entered into the engagement with the Maratra Chiefs, he had acquainted. 
them he had no authority to bind his Principals to the extent they demanded, 
the marter is lefs injurious to the reputation of our country. But it is to be 
remembered, that the other members of the Supreme Council were equally 
ready to declare, they would not fulfil the convention of Worgem; in this 
Fey Mr. Frincis' Vas as decided as Mr. Haſtings. 


3 E eee e eee Ha- 5 
ings. Whoever wiſhes to ſee a diſplay of human genius in the greateſt extent, 
has only to read the minutes of both thoſe Gentlemen: there is nothing 
which has come within my knowledge that does greater honour to the hu- 
man mind; and eyery one muſt lament, that ſuch uncommon abilities 
could not haye been united for the beneſit of their country. And here it 
muſt ever be remarked, that in judging of the execution of the ſchemes of 
Mr. Haſtings, we muſt 1 allowance, that che oppoſition” of Mr. 
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union in the Supreme Council muſt have had che moſte buneful effects upon 
the officers of the Eaſt india Company, as well as om our foreign evnntioris. 
When matters proceeded to ſuch'inveterate lengtlis, it ig in vain to ſuppoſe 
chat the conſequences were tibt moſt fatal to our affliry; and the tuin they 
have” taken fince unanimity was eſtabliſhetl at chat board, muſt rake the 


thorough examination into every ſubject, and forcing. men to yield to each 
other, is often productive of that juſt medium or compoſition from whence 
the order of good government is deduced. But in time of war it muſt ever 
Prove deftruMtive, and much more ſo in fo ſmall a cabinet as that of Bengal, 
pöſſefming both the legillative and executive authority, and in a country 
founded on the principles of deſpotiſm. This is ſo apparent, that the moſt 
jealous and the freeſt people have made it a part of their inſtitutions, to 


deliver their defence into che . of. A; Diktat in times 0 ſuch 
exigencies. 


— 


"We have univerſally concurred i in Imputing a a. — * of. our. 12 5 


tunes to the diſſentions in our Supreme Council; and yet, when we haye got 
che unanimity we have been deprecating ſo often, and begin to feel the good 


effects upon the very firſt news in conſequence, when the droopiag ſtock 
begins to riſe Ten per cent, it is at that moment we reſolve to change our 
councils, againſt the general ſentiments of the Proprietors, to ſend out ſtran- 
gers to conduct our affairs, and to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord for years to 
come, without even waiting a further diſparchito know the fucceſs or diſap- 
pointment of the important meaſures which are on the point of concluffon. 
Theſe are the meaſures ſo replete wich policy, wifdom, and moderation. 
How. this laſt term came to creep into the reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, reſpecting the conduct of the Eaſt India Company, and *why'the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland' ſhould chuſe the exact period of the treaty of 
Allahabad to. celebrate tliis virtue, after we had comprixtd lantis within our 
:dominion about ſive times as big as Great Brittin, I cunnot ſay. I am fore 
7 , < n 
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tion: but when I conſider. how theſe countries have been zequired, I mean by 
force, I am afraid that nothing but force will maintain them, and therefore 


I cannot join in all thoſe lullabys that are to ſing ſo ſweet à requiem in fu- 
ture times ; nor can I ſay whether we are to act as principals or allies in the 
quarrels of the country powers nor can any man lay down ſuch a preciſe 
line of conduct four thouſand leagues diſtant from the ſcene. of action. All 
I can ſay as my own opinion is, that we ought not to be the aggreffors, and 
to avoid war if poſſible; but none can determine the moment for action but 


the Council we entruſt with the powers of government upon the ſpot.” Pre- 


ventive meaſures in politics are often the wiſeſt, and their juſtice deperids | 
upon the provocation which is given. To reſtrain” our arms until ſome 
overt hoſtility is committed, would be as wiſe as that Chriſtian refolution 


' reſpedting' an oppoſite part of the globe.” The intereſts of the contend- 


ing powers in India are now ſo complicated, that it is beyond the reach 


of ordinary underſtandings to comprehend them. It is very lately we have 
been made acquainted with the nature of the Maratta government, "Two! 


of the ableſt men, Mr. Orme and Mr. Dow, who have written concerning 


the affairs of the Eaſt, both of them men of great knowledge, who have 
ſerved in the countries concerning which they write, who are both as re- K 
markable for their inquiſitive turn of mind as for the elegance of their dic- 


tion and ſublimity of their ſentiments, have fallen into great miſtakes re- 


ſpecting that people. —Mr. Haſtings has brought others on/the ſcene of aC- | 
tion, whoſe names were not known Six or. Seven years ago; for this he is 
blamed by many, and particularly for his treaty with the Ranah of Gohud. 

All I can ſay in anſwer to ſuch accuſations is this: Shall we truſt to the 
knowledge of Mr. Haſtings, . or. to our own weak judgements in matters. 
where the ſcale of power ſeems ſo nigely. balanced that a few thouſand men, 
will turn it? We find, in our own perilous ſituation, that we have been forced 
to \ conclude a treaty with the Landgrave of Heſſe to furniſh men for Ame. 


rica, which might have been conſidered by perſons in Bengal as ſtill more 
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HF wits av ubs u. point, eee 1 a if Me, Haltings had 
any intereſt in deceiving himſelf, as to, the beſt means of extricating the 
government — his care from the perils. that ſurrounded it? If 


you admit he is a, man of ability, and has no intereſt in doing wrong, I am 


candid enough ta conclude and believe he has done the beſt. Many of his 
projects are vaſt, and beyond the contrivance. of an ordinary man z, but both 
thoſe which have been reprobated the moſt when firſt propaſed, have ſuc- 
cceded in the end; witneſs Colonel Goddard's march to Surat, and Colonel 


 Popham's attack of Gualliar, and che ſuhſegvent expedition. into the domi- | 


njons of Mahdajee Sindia. , I freely, acknowledge, that the prapoſition re- 
ſpeRing both would have ſtaggered, me; but great minds often form ſchemes 
in the aperations; of war which. ſtartle. men of common underſtandings. 
When Scipio propoſed to carry his army, into the daminions of the Cartha, 
gigians, inſtead. af conducting them to Italy to meat Hannibal, the thought 


was. now apd.extraprdingry 5 but, the Senate bad. confidence in the ten of 


Scipio, it vag he that projected the enterprize,, and he was the man to exe- 
te it—the ſucceſs, is known.to. all of, us, In like. manner, if I had been to 


__ ludge of the arguments, pro and con, before the attack of the dominions of 


Mahdajee; Sipdia, I ſhould perhaps have thought the, meaſure too hazardous 3 


but Mr, Haſtings | has vindicated his ſentiments, both by the victories of the 


troops, and the conſequences he foretold of inducing Sindia, the General of 
the Maratta army, and, the principal, Chief in their confederacy, do ſue for 
BF, 4 990, a5 bix own hereditary lapds were attacked... | 


The reſult will probably be a general peace with all the W 
through his mediation. It was upon this expedition Mr. Haſtings was ſo 
confident, that he riſked both his life and his fortune; and it was perhaps 


this enthuſiaſm of characder which inſpired the NO OE | 


underwent, 


FE 43 % 
- 
" - * 


I 


— 


-  _ - 
< * 


. 
% 
TY. 
1 4 
Az 7 
þ | 
þ = 
: 
o 
* * 


117 5 ; 15 o 1 
e | 
Haſtings os Mr. Francis, ev fitteſt for the management of our affairs in whe - 
preſent conjunRure, 1 will only: refer the Preprietors to their different 
minutes upon receiving the news of our diſaſter on thie coaſt of Coromandel. 
Upon information of an event that way: ſufficient to damp the ſpirts. of the 
moſt determined, the fool of Mr. Haſtings ſeems; w have riſeh ſuperior 
o the occaſion, With an ardor for the glory of his county, with u rent for 
e proſperity of your affairs, with a perſpicuity in the detail, and u ſub- 
limity of ſentiment in the preamble, he dictated 4 minute which will ever do 
him the greateſt honour, propoſing! to ſend ſuch inſtant relief in men und 
money, and a General to command che fortes who could reſtoce conifidente = 
do the troops z and norwithſtanding the inclemency of the ſeaſon; he cafried 
his deſign into execution; unimpeded by à cool, prudentialy. petwurious oo 
ment from Mr. Francis, turning all the reſponſibility. upos the Governor | 
General, and taking the chance of merit in the contingencits / of human 
events. If Mr. Haſtings boldly: accepted this reſponſibility! and ne. forth 
the ſuccoury which ſaved fo principal a ſettlement as. Madras, and revived 
the drooping ſpirits of your beaten- troops, will you deny him the merit uf 
fo glorious an action? or allow the man who would have dealt out your 
treafires with the prudence of a miſer, upon an emergengy.of ſuch moment, 
to ruin his reputation, and eſfoct his removal befote the carter of his glory 
& complete, neren e 
peace? 
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| that the exertions for relieving the Carnatic have been beyond the belief of 


the moſt ſanguine friend Mr. Haſtings has on earth, and far exceeding the 


8 woful prognoſtics of his enemies, every one is ready to admit ; yet ſome 


whiſpers have gone abroad even to detract from his praiſe in this article. 
Though he acquaints you,, and the letter is ſubſcribed by the other members 
of the government, that Fiſty- five Lacks are actually received from Oude, 


nenn to 1 and Five Lacks 
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and beſt authorty With regard to the conciufon of peace with the Ma- 
rattas, I admit that the letter from Bombay creates ſome doubt on that 


article; but when it is accurately conſidered, this letter ſerves rather to 
ſtrengthen the accounts from Bengal than to ſhake their authority. The 
public letter from Bengal is dated April 8, 1782; the private letter, or 


Lacedemonian epiſtle o Mr. Sullivan, which I have read to the Goat, 


containing as many ſentences as' words, is dated the 13th of April *; the 
loop left Calcutta the 15th; The letter from Mr. Anderſon to the council | 
of Bumbay is dated the 23d of March. In this letter Mr. Anderſon ſtates, 
that che only obſtruction to ſighing the treaty of peace with the Marattas 


was the arrangement reſpecting the lands formerly ceded to Fattee Sung 
about Amada vad, concerning which, Sindia m ſent to Poonah for further 
inſtructions; but Mr. Anderſon ſays, he does not believe it will impede the 


general treaty. | Mr. "Haſtings, Mr. Macphetſon, and Mr: Wheler, fay, 


. ee ee concluded, or chat it os be vety ſoon. 
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opened on the coaſt, the French and Hyder united. 1 hope, and expect ſoon, to ſce all the powers 
in India united againſt them. Mr. Anderton is confident. Our advices from Poona, Nangpoor, 


and Hyderabad, are equally favourable. We ſhall make no advanceg this year for the inveſtment, 


but that already provided will, with- the ſubſcription fund, be more than ſufficient for the next 
year's tonnage. I am promiſed a regular remittance by bills to Madras, of five lacks monthly. 


This will be almoſt equally a relief to Madras and Bengal. Here, in Benares, in Oude, all our 
affairs proſper. I can anſwer for this Government. Its exertions ſhall equal your moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes ; and I have nd fear for their effects, whete wo direct them. Our expences will be great; 


r a | 
Tour ſon is well. Adieu— 8 0 ! 


| © (Signed) OO wARREN HASTINGS. 


4 P. 8. weten noe that the Forthumberiand atrivaat Vikahayatiie om tin 3d inſtant; having 


left the Magnanime, Sultan, ſeven Indiamen, and the Tartar, on the 27th of March, three days 
ſail to the ſouthward of Madras, It is private intelligence, but undoubted, Ton 


p month protniſed for bills on BeiigaF; yet we are told to give no credit to- 
ſuch aſſertions and a letter from Bombay, where it is impoſſible they can 
be acquainted with the tranſactions of Bengal, is held up againſt this firſt 
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U The queſtion JF RS Tb Mi. Anderson letter ef che nöd of Marcti, 
fom-the(carmp near Gullear, can) be ſuppoſed later than what Mr. Haſtings 
muſt have reren ed before che ges ehe Dane SATIRE ; 
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"On examining thoſe acquainted. with the country it N 192 en 
account from Mr. Haſtings muſt have been the lateſt, and that his informa: 
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there wo e Te Wow for hefiration'6n' the propltious "views \ Hem | 
affairs preſee ! bur as "tidy only differ imtpaterially upon the ſtate af the 
negociation, and che accounts from Mr. Haſtings being the lateſt and the f 
bet, we arc bound to give them ttedit” Still, I. admit there is an uwfur 
mmſpegce, in (6 Gfticat'a fituatzon 40 the dftreſſas of ob affairs on che cbaſt 
| of Goto hunde preſet, berween even the agreembnr"and'Ggningrof a creaty” i 
of ſuch conſequence. But when ve conlider, in aid of our other intel- 
ligence, that Hyder Ally himfelf had- made private oveftures of ptace to 
Sir Eyre Coore, ever after the French had appeared upon the couſt of Coro- 
mandel, whiek ir an Uncdiſputed fact, I would truſt to his judgment, both as 
to the Giruation-of his own affairs; and the-ſtorty, which'ig/prepating 26! burſt 
on him, by the general” Confedefey- WIS: » Mr) Haines leur | 
rather tin hy" eee 8 5/13 ieren 
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1 ade An le It 98 of Coromandel, 
and gone to the. Mauritiua, I ſhould have, no doubt in deliyering my opinion | 
that we were out of imminent danger; but I cannot find. authority to vindi- 
cate this aſſertion in the Gazette. The arriyal of. the Sultan nod Magna- 
nime, with their reinforcements and ſtores, is a very. fortunate event; and 
the march of Sit Eyre. Cotes army in. conſequence, which we learn by re 
* chat nf Madras the 23ths forebodes. favourable circumſtances, n 


een of war d 2. l del Sera but as far as we are permit-' | 


ud w look into Futurity, our «Fairs wear in upe@t which'nond dk herr 
"Toretold.) 
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difpofition:of Providence, - whiph- has ſo oflen ſaved che Company, will be 
extended towards! us upon this 'oceaſiong and that we'ſhall; act, be, wanting — 
in gratitude to the individuals who have diſplayed ſuch taſents in the firuge — 170 
ge, ee ene Fa nin eee, N 
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, of the Company, and ſupported: by the unanimous 
Dien et the, Haufe gf. Commons, that, the war in which, we afe now en. 
gaged with the Mahtattaz, was evidently founded on che ſentiments. f , 
che Court of Diregtors, conveying; demapds, on the Mabrama adminiſtra | = 
+ tion greatly exceeding, the conditions of the treaty of Poorunder 3 which 5 
4: ſentiments of che Court, of Director opened, the firſt deſign, of ſending a ; 
« detachment from Bengel to the Malabar. coaſt; Seesen, 
would be the height of injuſtice 10. lay the blame. of that wWar, or the 'evils 
which have owa from it, upap Mr. Haſtings, when it appears, “ that the 
6: diſſatisfaction of the Court of Diretors, expreſſed, at the rreaty, of Poor- 
6: under, in their letters ww Bengal, of the gth of February, and to Bombay 
2 of the r6th. of April, 17 77». gave the ſtrongeſt encouragement to. both 
«. preſidencies. to ſeize the ſlighteſt precence, of provocation from the rainj- 
« ſters of the Mahratta ſtates to renew their engagements, with Ragobah.” | 
Neither have the meaſures adopted by Mr. Haſtings, in conſequence of ſuch 
inſtructions, ever received the ſlighteſt cenſure from the ſuid Oord of: Divec- 
tars; in conſideration whereof," it is now recommended to the Court of 
Direktors 16 keleind their late ration de pesang the remoraboF Wumen 
Haſtings Eſq. Governor General of Bengal; more eſpecially as it appears to 
this Court that, according to the laft' official diſpatches from Bengal, dared 
the 8th April, 1782, the proſpect of peace wich the Mahrattas was then 
propitious, becauſe it ſeemed to be wiſhed for by all *the 'Mahrarta- ſtares 
_ becauſe hoſtilities with them had ceaſed for many months, and that a peace 
had Shall, been concluded with Mahdajee Sindia, one of the * 
9 


IN 1 K. 7 3 7.5 * 125 Tt 32 . 


1 4. 


N A ef eee ee n Want of 
2 — were uſing every means in their power to effect a general pacification; 
Aa und that the conduct of the ſuid Ooermment Gegeral, tenthing to produce a 
general pacification, or to zan ſupport: by ng Of 
bh confederdcy of the N to defeat . combination, of, yder 
Ally and the French, (ſuppoſing, the faid Hyder Ally ſhall not accept of the 
reaſonable terms of accommodation which have been offered to him in con- 
| ſequence of his propoſals for peace) merit the warmeſt approbation of this 
Court: and that therefore t would he evidently-injutious to the intereſts of 
the Company and the nation to cemave. any af thaſe principal ſervants of the 
- Company,; nom diſcharging their duty with! ſuch uncommon exertions, 
abiliey, and unanimity, or to: ſhake the huthority repoſed- in them by the 
Eegiſiature and the n ann ———— 
vl (Sn'nhihch na pnr of he conc ie plate the Gore 
M General of Bengal. He- 
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1 eee ee muth has. been omitted ad neceffary to the ſubjett 
but 1 Git down im confitlence, chat others of the 'Ptoprigtors} much more 
 able-thas myſelf; vill ſopply thoſs| defetts.” However, if 1 find” char aur 
thing material ſhvuld: eſcape obſervation in n ptr 100 er Ang 

gence fromthe Court Maus e ap ee e 
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$i Ther de: ſhould JJC (e 
cuſſion, of the deliberate eſelres of à number of gentlemen to whem the 
management of our affairs had been intruſted, and who. yore polling. os 
c | 


___ * with the ſtroogelt features of Ane. "2 oY 


. AR 


5 


11 vs u miafbrtuge tb vir 4 in Infladharchaindets cf - Lewlenhall 
A et Md too frequently been made the errors of our ſervants abroad. Such 
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He conjured the Proprittors bo recolle&t” "he & vation of our Governor _ 
Eta), the-unfortunate diffentions.iu in council which had clogget cxertions | 


and MT which might. have been. more beneficial to his oountty. 
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complicated ſyſtem of government, in - country where the natives knom n 
rules but the ſword, acknowledge no ſuperior but the hand of power, and 


where allegiance alone is foſtered by the appearance of rigour, let usinor 


view. them through the jaundiced optio of rerrimination; let us rather remem- 
ber his faithful ſervices, applaud his zeal, admire his ebener n ef 
integrity; and if he has had his 2 — ee e e 


2 


| Heer! hes a diſcuſſion af che kelcdies of e bert of Dieke, 
wsd hat; they were inconſiſtent with the orders they had given to their 
ſervants in India, called upon them to produce facts, and to inform the 
Court when they had expreſſed. any diſapprobation of the Mahratta war; 
chat he was confrm̃ed in his opinion that they had no proof of delinquency 
againſt Mr. Haſtings, by the able and nervous proteſts of the DireRors ; that 
if they had, they had acted very unwiſely in taking weak ground when hey 
might have availed themſelves of ſtrongerʒ that by the late advices from 
India, our affairs were in a very flouriſhing way compared with what they had 


been, "owing to the great exertions of the Governot General; that it was 


abſolutely neceſſary that the Court ſhould have ſome facts lad before them 
to form their opinion, as the inducements of the Directors to Eriminiate'theit 
ſervants in India were ſo ſtrong as to render tem improper umpites in tlie 
buſineſs ; for if  blattle was imputable, it was to thöfe we ved" the 
orders, and not to their ſervants; quoted ſeveral pallages in their letters to 

. 7 Bengal 
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Bengal: ow 8s May and December, 1781, where they approved i in, the 
' ſtrongeſt terms of the conduct of their Governor General, &c. c. & c. 
chat they had che moſt entire confidence in bis future exertions j urged the 
impoljcy of recalling at this eritical period on the eve of peace a perſon ſo 
vell acquainted with the different intereſts, views, intrigues, and cabals of the' 
contending powers :; defired to know whether it was poſſible that any man 
ſent from hence, ho, however able, would not be poſſeſſed of this neceſſary 
information, could immediately take the thread of negociation into which 
Mr. Haſtings had entered, with that proſpect of ſucceſs Which we had great 
reaſon to expect while it remained in the preſent able hands; that there- 
fore the recall was impolitie and unwiſe; and concluded by ſeconding the 
LE / d roo BT nt 46d 
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neh chili,” eee eee . 
derail of the political tranſaẽt ions of Bengal'fince Mr. Haſtings ſucceeded to 
the government in 1772. He obſerved, that Mr. Haſtings had promiſed ' 
to obſerve a pacific ſyſtem; that if he had followed that pacific ſyſtem, he 
ſhould always have had his ſupport, ſihce he revered his abilities and other 
great qualities. He Nightly touched upon the Rohilla war; he dwelt upon © 
the march of the detachment acroſs India; he obſerved, it had been 
eleven months on its match; he adverted to the propoſed treaty with Mood- | 
_ ajre Boofla, and afſerted, ke Mr. Haſtings had by that meaſute loſt the 
confidence of the Nizam : he admitted the truth of the Honourable Gover- 
nor's retnarks reſpecting the countenance given. by the Directors to Ragoba. 
He blamed: the compromiſe by money for che march of Colonel Pearſe's 
detachment to Madras, after they had been ordered to cut their way againſt 
all oppoſition, He Nligtitly mentioned the buſineſs of Benares ; and con- 
cluded by ſaying, F 
eee 
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vinces, and this he wrote to the Directors be would dos buy, Sir, in conſequence 


_ I, chink have been miſtaken or miſrepreſented. by the worthy Deputy, 
gt defignedly Lam perfectly convinced. IJ agree with the wortliy Peputy 
that Mr. Haſtings did engage in the year 17952 to pfeſerye a pacific ſyſtem, 
and upon a plan of the moſt rigid ceconomy,” This, Sir, he fully perform 
ed, with what perſeverance every man who then ſerved in India muſt know. 
When he arrived in Bengal, Sir, the bonded; debt was 130 lacks, and the 
Company had been drawn upon juſt before for above a million ſterling. This 
debt, Sir, was contracted, and theſe draftas were made, in conſequence of 
our improvident foreign connections; by which above three hundred thou- 


ſand pounds annually were exported from Bengal from 1766 to 1770, in order 


to pay the troops ſtationed beyond the banks of the Carumnaſſa. Mr. 
Haſtings therefore wiſely determined to bring all our troops within the pro- + 


of the invaſion of Rohilcund by the Marattas, Sir Robert Barker took upon 
himſelf to order the brigade ſtationed at Patna to advance to Benares. A 


treaty. was concluded between Sujab Dowlah. and the Rohillas, of which Sir 
Robert Barker, on the part of the Engliſh, 1 was the guarantee. Thus, Sir, 
were we neceſſarily | inyolved in foreign. cunnections, ,unleſs.,we would have 
allowed the Marattas to ravage the country of our ally the Vizier. What 
then did Mr. Haſtings do? He took care, Sir, that the foreign connection 
ſo formed ſhould be a ſource of wealth to Bengal, not a pernicious drain 
for the ſpecie that was left i in it. Sir, the pay of. a third of our army has 
been diſcharged from 1 773 to this day by the Sovereign of Oude, in conſe- . 


quence of the treaty of Benares. 4 ' Ninety lacks in ſpecie came to Calcutta in 


confequence of it. By this treaty, Sir, and by the ceconomical arrangements 


formed in Bengal, in the two firſt years of his government, was Mr. Haſtings. 


enabled to pay off the bond debt. When the Supreme Council arrived in 
1774, there wis * peace in India.” Whatever unfortunate diſagreements 


ſubſiſted in the Supreme Council, our own provinces, and the dominions of 


Our 
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our ally 05 Viier, enjoyed perfect: un ſe” this 8 7 
until the peace of India was diſturbed by the capture of Salſette from the 
Marattas, and the treaty concluded in March, 1775, with Ragoba by the 
Preſidency of Bombay. The Supreme Council unanimouſly diſapproved of 
that treaty. Mr, Haſtings called it unauthorized; impolitic, inexpedient, | 

and unjuſt :/ but as the faith of the Company was pledged to Ragoba by _ 
' gentlemen whom he thought had a right to pledge i it, Mr. Haſtings. was not 
for annulling it unconditionally... The majority of the Supreme Council 
however, in compliance with the ſtrict letter of the Company's inſtructions, 
which were to pteſerve « peace in India,“ determined to conclude a treaty. 
with the miniſterial party at all events. Sir, I beg it may be underſtood 
that I do not preſume to ſay that the gentlemen of Bombay ated wrong 
in taking Salſette, and concluding. their firſt treaty with Ragoba, much 
leſs that the Court of Directors were to blame for approving of their 
conduct; but this L inſiſt upon, if the Court of Directors had a 
the meaſures of the Supreme Council, if they had ſupported their own 
inſtructions, and had reprobated the conduct of the gentlemen at Bom- 5 
bay, we ſhould not have had a ſecond Maratta war. Inſtead. of ſup- 
porting their orders to Bengal in their þbvious ſenſe, the Directors warmly ap- - 
proved the treaty concluded with Ragoba ; ; they expreſſed their determination 
to keep all the territories ceded to them by that unfortunate prince they 
highly diſapproved the interference. of the Supreme Council, and the treaty 
of Poorunder,z they ſaid, the conduct of the miniſterial party deferved the 
ſevereſt chaſtiſement, and they gave their ſervants in India authority to re- 
commence hoſtilities upon the flighteſt provocation. Theſe, Sir, are facts 
univerſally known, univerſally acknowledged, With the Directors orders 
before him, Mr, Haſtings, in February, 1778, eſpouſed the cauſe of Ragoba 
not, Sir, from affection to the perſon or the party of that prince; not, Sir, 
for the acquilition of territory in the Weſt of India; but to overturn an 
influence in the Poona Durbar, which he deemed dangerous to the exiſtence _ 
of the Britiſh intereſts in India. His Majeſty's Miniſters, the Court of 
Directors, the former adminiſtrations in Bengal, the Honourable General 
whom I had juſt now the pleaſure to ſee in his place, had kept” a watchful 
is Sh eye 


eye upon Us intrigues of the French in India. Sir, it ne open. he. 
vowed reception of an agent from the French King at Poona, that induced 
Mr. Haſtings to take part in Maratta politics, Let it be remembered, Sir, 
that the appearance of this Monſr. St. Lubin at Poona, ſeryed to confirm 
which was brought to Bengal Ra very high authority by Mr. Elliot. Here 
then, Sir, is the real ſecret of Mr. Haſtings's conduct towards Ragoba and 
Moodajee Booſla. He wanted to eſtabliſh an. intereſt in the Maratta ſtare, : 
which ſhould counterbalance the French influence at "Poona. When the man, 
was at the head of the Poona adminiſtration who had openly encouraged the 
French agent; when the friends of Ragoba were confined, owing. to the ſlow. || 
advance of Colonel Leſlie's detachment, and the inactivity. of the gentlemen. 
at Bombay; when news was received of a war with France being declared, 
and when the deſtination of D*Eſtaing's ſquadron was unknown even in. 
England'; then it was, Sir, that Mr. Haſtings propoſed an alliance with: 
Moodajee Booſlaz then it was, Sir, that ſecret inſtructions were given to; 
Mr. Elliot of the nature which the worthy Deputy has mentioned. As an: 
inducement for Moodajee to conclude a treaty, it was to he propoſed d to him, 
that we ſhould put him in poſſeſſion of certain countries which had been; 
wreſted from him by the Nizam. Theſe inſtructions, Sir, were moſt ſecret * 
they were not entered upon the records at the time; and whoever firſt 
divulged them in India, betrayed a ſtate ſecret of the greateſt import- 
ance. God knows, Sir, from whence the author of a pamphlet, entitled. 
« Origin of the Maratta War, obtained this intelligence, or the other 
proceedings of the ſecret councils in Bengal; — he has given much in- 
formation to the world 3 — the matter has been violently agitated. Mr. 
Francis, late a member of the Supreme Council of Bengal, alſo intro- 
duces this ſubject in an anonymous pamphlet which he publiſhed about ten; 
months ago, intitled, © The State of India.“ The worthy Deputy votes 
for Mr. Haſtings's removal, becauſe he has Joſt the confidence of the native 
princes of India; and this ſecret article of a treaty never executed is ſtated! 
as the ground for his coming to ſuch a concluſion. . But, Sir, I will bring 
the cleareſt proof that he has not. loſt the confidence: of the Soubah of the 
5 Decan. 
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EY Sir, i 1s highly probable the Nizam der Hase if his Beet 
article ; if he did, it has not influenced his conduct. He avowed Himſelf the 
framer of the combination formed againſt us, in reſentment fox the preſidency 
bf Fort St. George having withheld the tribute due to him for the northern 
Cixrcars, for deſiring a remilſion of it in future, and for the treaty concluded 
dt Madras with his brother Bagalut Jung, for the ceſſon of the Guntoor 

Circar. 80 far is he, Sir, from mentioning this ſecret article, when he is 
| enumerating the injuries which he has received from the repreſentatives of 
the Britiſh nation in India, that having received aſſurances from Mr. Haſt- 
 Tngs; who adviſtd that ſecret article, that juſtice ſhould be done to him, 
| he refts perfectly ſatisfied ; and in one of his letters to the Governor General 


| he makes uſe of this remarkable expreſſion; * I had drawn the ſword W e ks 


« my ſcabbard, but depending upon your juſtice I have ſheathed it again.“ 
Sir, T ſhould pay no attention to rhis declaration, if the actions of the 
Nizam were not ſtrictly correſpondent to ir. Has he, from the time he en- 
tered into the confederacy againſt us early in 1780, performed a ſingle 
ſtipulation himſelf? Was it from a dread of our power, Sir, that he has 
been precluded from taking poſſeſſion of the northern Circars ? Sir, it is 
well known they were left, and of heceſſity, almoſt without defence, after 
the invaſion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally Cawn, in Auguſt 1780. Nog 
Sir, it is a fair concluſion, that the interference of the Supreme Council, 
and his perſonal confidence in Mr. Haſtings, have been the motives for his 
nr he e e Auguſt "es to April 1782. Lid 


I will las, Sir, jockey wad Wai indes to prove that Mr. Hannes 
has not loſt the confidence of the native Princes of India. When the revolt 
ef Cheyt Sing was at the height, when I may ſay the Vizier held the balance, 
he took a firm and decided part in favour of the Governor General, and the 
Britiſh intereſts, He came with a very ſlight attendance to Chunar, If it 
mould be obſerved, that the Vizier is dependant upon us; I reply, that he does 
not feel that dependance diſagreeable to him, or he would have ſeized ſo 
fair an opportunity of emancipating himſelf from it. Sir,, I could bring 

you- 
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von wany mere inflances to prove that Mr. Haſtings 12155 not forfeited the 
confidence of the natives, but that he poſſeſſes in an ind degree.” * 


The moment, Sir, is now come, whick is to determine whether Mr, 
Haſtitigs has or has not loſt the confidence of his. conſtituents. This, is the - 
moment too, to lay his ſentiments fully before them; and in the ny. 
and in the manner, I received them on my departure from Bengel. I deg, 
therefore, to be permitted to read the following part of my inſtructions: 
6 Reſpecting my own wiſhes, I have none, but that 1 may be allowed ſuch 
« a degree of confidence and power, as may enable me to diſcharge the 
duties of my ſtation with effect, and to ſupport the intereſts of the Com- 
„ pany and the Britiſh nation in India, My place is not, at this time, 
an object of envy to any man, who values either his eaſe or his reputation. 
J will hold i it while it is, incumbered with, ſuch. dangers and difficulties as 
& ſhall, in my eſtimation of them, render it diſhonourable in me to 
« abandon it, and while I am allowed to poſſeſs and exerciſe the powers 
« inherent in the Government itſelf, But when the ſafety of the Com- 
< pany's poſſeſſions ſhall be ſo well ſecured as no longer to make it an 
« obligation of honour and fidelity to remain in the ſervice z or wheneyer 
< thoſe under whoſe authority, I ſerve, ſhall eicher withdraw their confidence: 
- < from me, or diſtribute the powers of this government between me and 
< others, in ſuch a manner as to diſable me from employing them in 
« eſſential points, according to my own judgment and diſcretion ; I ſhall, . 
« in either of theſe caſes, conſider myſelf as acquitted from any obligation 
tt to remain in the ſervice; but ſhall, in every cafe, reſerve to myſelf the 
« ſole right of reſigning it, declaring that I will not intruſt any man living 
« with the power of acting for me for ſuch a purpoſe. Theſe ſentiments 1 
« deliver to you, that you may make them known without reſerve, and i in 
* the moſt public —_— if there ſhall be an occaſion for it.” | 


Theſe, Sir, are Mr. Haſtings's ſentiments, ond this is the momeut for 


ein in them. The free, the unbiaſſed voice of his reſpectable conſtis* 
4 a tuents, 
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bebte welk Ute Retdimine ubetber ie mal tell id Gf quit chen Koe 
Mr. Haſtings remembers, with the ſincefeſt gratitude, the generous inter- 
poſition of the Proprietors in 1776, Who faved him when a majority of the © 
Direction of that day, and the adminiſtration, wiſhed tb effect his.1 .remoy 
| 1222 the independent Proprietors ſaved the man, againſt wh . 
- Efithinality' could not be proved. His conduct has undergone. a ſecond; WER 
eee inveſtigation.” Two Committees of the Houſe of Commons, , and "8 
popular Adminiſtration, which carried every thing before it, had fixed 4159 
his removal many months ago. The buſineſs is now to be ſettled, and 
be determined, thank God, by men who have no private vie ws ro: re 8e | 
| who have no intereſt to bials them, but a regard for the public good. 
| Whatever the deciſion of the Proprietors | may be, Mr. Haſtings will, chear-. 
folly ſubmit to it,—Before 1 conclude, I cannot help, obſcfving, that the. 
peculiar ſituation in which T ſtand, muſt naturally make what falls. from: 
me of Teſs force, than what Has fo ably been ſtated by the honourable Goper⸗ 
nor, even were I equal to the taſk of entering ſo completely ir into the ſubject, 
which 1 confeſs I am not. I have therefore confined myſelf to a —.— relation 
of ſuch facts, as a-very long reſidence im India, and having Had 2 5 5 th 
s be e6nfidehrially' employed by Mr. Hattings from the commenters 
ofthe Narren war, has enabled me to lay'before the oP, Fre as 
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Getieral Smith followed Naſor Scott, and in a ſpeech of great lengeh intro. Wo 
duced much matter foreign to the ſubject before the Cort. He compli - - | 
mented the Honourable Governor on the maſterly manner in which he had 6 
opened the buſineſs; he allowed that former Directors were Sts Hark 93 9 [ 
ofders they had iflued ; but he inſiſted upon it, that the reſponſibility.of che -..- 
Maratta war clearly reſted with the Supreme Council from the. 5th, April! 173 
1779. The General did not attempt to contradict or to contravert a ſipgle : | 
fact advanced by Major Scott.: .be remarked upon the folly of a mareh.. 1 
acroſs Idi; ſaid Mr. Haſtings had formed a Quixotte ſcheme ; an gttempt | i. 


that * in the height of his power, would AY made. He en- 


tered: 


1 4 FR 
tered very fully into the .Benares buſineſs ; and if me. n 

bim, he declared, that no. ſitustion of affairs could warrant the demandes 
ide up the Ra: that while he had a. tongue to ſpeak, he would take BPR. 
the part of that unhappy man: that Mr. Haſtings, diſappointed of money —@ | 
from the Raja, the officers having divided the ſpoil, (and this he blamed the $8 
Directors for, by withholding the Rokilla prize money,) had encouraged che 
Vizir to ſeize the treaſures of his mother and grandmother, women. of high. 
birth, under the plea of their having encouraged the revolt of Cheyt Sing. 
merely becauſe two of their eunuchs were ſaid to have raiſed troops for the 
Raja. This, the General obſerved, was as probable. as that Tenducci and 
Pachierotti ſhould excite an inſurrection in England. IIe expreſſed his 
ſarprize that the Honourable Governor ſhould ſpeak, as he had done, of "Hy | 
neral Clavering, when not long ago he declared his ſtatue in gold ſhould be 
ſet up in the India Houſe, After declaring that he ſhould have deemed it. 
his particular duty to attend the preſent buſineſs, he concluded al * he 
dg yore againſt che queſtion, | 


q 
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Anas Hides roſe. $0 explain, ene e ks had be- 
fleted upon General Claveriog. - He thought him, he ſaid; a moſt valuable 
and honourable character. Nor had he reflected upon Mr. Francis: he re-. 
vered the abilities of that gentleman ; but would any man ſay that ſuck 
abilities, exerted in thwarting every meaſure propoſed by Mr, Haſtings, 
were not a drag-chain upon him? Would the Honourahle General ſay, that 
Mr, Fox's abilities, when exerted in oppoſition, were not a clog to govern-, 
ment? He expreſſed his ſurprize that the Honourable General ſhould com- 
pate the eunuchs of the Begums to Tenducci and Pachierotti. The Ho- 
nourable General knew better. He knew that eunuchs, in that country, ? 
commanded-armies, and were even preferred to fill the great offices of tate. 
He knew that, when truſted, they were men of great influence and power; 
and that Sujah Dowlah's beſt and moſt favoured general officer was n 
eunuch. It was wrong, therefore, j in the Honourable General to —_— o 
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Ne. 1 n ie impoliible' to give 
the whole of his ſpeech it' contained ſuch a quantity of matter, and ſuch 
variety and force of argument, as carried coùviction to every impartial 
bearer; we can only touch upon the principal points upon which be delt. 
He ſaid be roſe to enter fully into an inveſtigation of the reſolutions brought 
forward by the Court of Director. It was upon che matter which they 
oontained, that Mr. Haſtings was to be tried they formed the charge againſt 
him, and were the reaſons which the Directors gave to the world to Juſtify 
rhemſelves for tlie important ſtep which they had taken, in removing from 
his office" the firſt civil ſervant of the Company. If be could Prove that 
they were not founded in juſtice nor ſupported by fact, every man muſt 
agree to the propoſition” brought forward by Commodore Johnſtone, and 
vote for the reſcinding them, let their opinions be what they would t upon 
other points of the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, which, though they had been : 
| looſely and irregularly introduced into the debate, yet formed no part of the 
charge which had been made againſt him. He truſted however, that be- 
fore he ſat down he ſhould convince the Proprietors that thoſe looſe charges 
would form as poor a ground for the removal of Mr, Haſtings, as the 
matter contained in the reſolutions , themſclves,—He e much ok 
groſs injuſtice which was done to Mr. Haſtings, by bringing forward a 
charge againſt him, couched in terms ſo general, as to render it impoſſible 
to gueſs what offence he had committed, or what crime he had been guilty 
of. The meaneſt ſervant of the Company would not have been difmiſſed from 
his office till ſome ſpecific fact was charged upon him, which his accuſers 
were bound to prove, and which he or his friends were at liberty to deny 
and to refute ;—but the Governor General of Bengal was to be recalled upon 
a charge which contained nothing but general aſſertion and empty declama- 
tion; a charge ſo looſe and indefinite as put it out of his power to know 
what part of his conduct, or what act of his adminiſtration, it was which his 
enemies found fault with. e was accuſed of having involved the Company 
in unneceſſary and complicated wars, without ſpecifying what war it was 


which he had entered into unneceſſarily—Of having diſobeyed orders, witb- 


e . order which he had not carried into execution Of 
2 F having 
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having entered into fcuigleſs and contradictory negociationg, without ene 


alluding tothe negociation which his enemies meant to condemn. And. in 


order to prevent the Governor General and his friends from the poſſibilitj = 
diſcoyering the cauſe of his removal, the Directors had iofidioully inſertod 


in the charge, that he. was to be removed for theſe other. inſtances of 


erronequs conduct. He called upon the Directors to tate what they meant 


by thoſe words ; to produce the inſtances to which they. alluded if they 


did nat, that he ſhquld think himſelf juſtified in concluding that the charge . 
Was made thus general becauſe, in all the maſs of materials which had been 
gone through in the courſe of the preſent buſineſs, the Directots had not 


been able to lay their finger upon any one ſpecific fact which could juſtify 
them in the very extraordinary e which . tin . to for re- 


ile r ; < Ts een 


" The fir refolution contained'a general panegyric_upan the moderation, 


wiſdom, and good faith of the Court of Directors; while the ſecond, if it 
meant any thing, meant to lay the blame of the Maratta war ypon Mr. 
Haſtings. He did not think it very decent in a Court of Directors to 


come forward with ſuch praiſe upon their own conduct, more eſpecially 
when the uſe they made of it was to load Mr. Haſtings with that blame 


which they endeavoured to ſhift off from themſelves. To praiſe themſelves 


in order to criminate others was neither very decent nor very candid ; bur 
as the praiſe was equally general with the cenſure, he hoped, before be far 
down, to prove that they were both equally ill founded and unmerited. 
The great queſtion betwécn them was, who was the author of the Maratta 
war ? If that war originated with the Court of Directors, he, for one, would 
not join in a panegyric upon their moderation and good faith; and as little 


5 would he condemn Mr. Haſtings for having involved the Company i in com- 


plicated wars. He had now the firſt authority for aſſerting, that the reſpon- 
fibllity of that war ly at the door of the Directors, and not with Mr. 


Haſtings. The Deputy Chairman and General, Smith bad both admitted it. 


(The Deputy making a ſign as if he had been miſunderſtood) Mr, Anſtruther 
faid, It was a matter of indifference to him whether it was admitted or not, 
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their ſervants to uſe every endeavour to obtain Salſette and Baſſein; and 


bad told them ue cannot point out the mode of doing it, but rather with | 


W they, were obtained by purchaſe than War. There was, he obſerved, no 
| great reaſon to Praiſe either the moderation, or the pacific diſpoſition of the 
Court of Directors when they iſſued” this order. That ſome years after, 


when their ſervants had obtained a ceſſion of thoſe places by their firſt treaty 


"with Ragoba, in conſequence of affiſtance which they were to afford him. 
the carrying on his ſchemes, and which treaty was the beginning of the Ref 
Maratta war, the Court of Directors poſitively enjoined their ſervants, both 


122 and Bombay, to “ uſe every means for. their protection and 


« defence of the territories ceded by Ragoba.” Unfortunately for the ſchemes 


of the Court, of Directors, before, this order reached India, the Supreme 
Council had interfered, and had put 8 ſtop to the war which had been 
begun with the Marattas, in conſequence of the. treaty with Ragoba, and 


| had concluded the treaty of Poorunder. He would ſubmit. to the Court of 


Proprietors, whether the ſentiments of the Dirattors, upon hearing of this 
eyent, deſerved any of thoſe epichets of moderation, wiſdom.or good faith, 


firſt reſolution, In their letter to Bengal, in February 197% they lametit 
exceedingly, that their letter ordering the ſervants ih India to take c 
means for the protection and defence of the ceſſions made by Ragoba, had 
not arrived previous to the concluſion of the treaty of 'Poorunder, which 
treaty they fligmatize as improvident. They blame the Supreme Cu 
ſecretly for their interference, and go ſo far 46 to hint, in pretty ſtrong 
| xerms, that their conduct deſerve chaſtiſoment. They proceed to direct 


their ſervancs in India to ſeize the Nighteſt pretenee to flip out of the treit) 


of Poorinder,- as they approve of the convection which the Gentkiner? of 
Bombay had formed with Ragoba in preference to ay othe?. - But this ws 
not all, for in the year 17572; in # letter from the Sectet Corrithitice of the 
Courr & Denon to Bottbay, they ſpecifically declare, that the reſtoration 
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r be Thoatd in a few verde, prove it 'beyand all pobiticy' ef foubr; 
That ſo far back as the year 1968, the Directors had poſitively directed 


which they had been pleaſed ſo liberally to beſtow upon themſelves in their 


determined; and declare, that as. the evaſions of the Maratta Chiefs or 
juſtified them i in deparjing from the treaty, of Poorunder, they ſhould, forth- 


| wich undertake that meaſure. And as the co-operation of the other, ſett] 


ments might be neceflary for chat purpale, they ſent, copies of this letter to 
Bengal and to Madras, direQing | them to afford alliſtance to Bombay for 
this purpoſe. | But what proved beyond the poſlibility of doubt, if any 
doubt till remained, that the Maratta war was a war. of the Court of . 
Directors, was the report which a Committee of the Director had made in 
1780, in conſequence of an inquiry into the whole of the Maratta boſineſs, 
where they expreſsly declared, that the reſolution of the Bombay Council of 
the 21ſt of July, for placing Ragoba on the Regency of Poona, was not 
improper, as the circumſtances then ſtood. Here, he ſaid, was a poſitive 
and expreſs approbation of the ſecond Maratta war, by the Court of Directors 
themſelves, after a ſerious inquiry into the whole of the buſineſs. - Who 
was there, he aſked, after this detail, who could give his aſſent to refolutions 
which contained. a panegyric upon the moderation and good faith of the 
Court of Directors, and which laid the blame of a war upon Mr. Haſtings 


which they themſelves had begun, fomented, encouraged, and approved of. 


That it was ungenerous in them to endeavour to ſhift the reſponſibility of 


that war from themſelves upon a ſervant, who was ati'that moment uſing 


the moſt wonderful exertions in their ſervice, and by whoſe talents and abilij- 


ties they were ſaved from the brink of deſtruction. He then called the 
attention of the Proprietors to a fact; which he confeſſed he did not expect 


them to give credit to, becauſe he ſhould not have believed it himſelf, but 
upon the moſt poſitive and uncontrovertible evidence. If it was not true, 
it was eaſy to contradi& him; and he called upon the gentlemen concefued 
to ſtand forward and contradict him, if he departed one iota from the truths. 


That he had found upon the records of the Company, that Henry Flecher 
had ſigned that famous letter, diſapproving of the treaty of Poorunder; and 
was one of thoſe who had enjoined the ſervants.of the Company to ſeize the 


— Nighteſt pretence for breaking it. That Henry Flecher, as one of the 
Committee, had ſet his name to a reſolution approving of the breach of that 


8 treaty, 
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of Ragobe to the Regency ol of rey was a meaſure upon which they were 
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placing him in the Regency there. And yet that ſume Henry Flecher was 
the man who' now came forward as the her peep mock 
his 0#n moderation and good faith, and condemning! Mr. Haſtiage as the 


5 author of the Maratta war. Wiese ai las bees, Oben hound euesd 


the treaty of Poorunder? Where was his good faith, when be authoriſed 
the breach of it? And where was his juſtice; when hE condemned Mr. Haſt- 
ings as the author of meaſures which he himſelf hall thus pointedly auth · 
riſed, and ſpecifically appoved of The Rlaratta war was the war af Henry 
Flocber, and not the war of Mr. Flffings; and, unleſs he had: forgot all | 
the tranſactiom of his paſt life, he called upon him to ſtand forward, and 
cleat the innocent and injuted character of Nr. Haſtings from aſperſions 
ee a ee of; which he bidaſelf den dhe guthor. 1 7 
i | OJ [+361 en 20 _ n 7 29 milf en 1955 
of | pl ution, and cleared Mr. Haſtings from. all 
blame reſpecting the Maratta Mat, he oblerved that no character had ever 
undergone the ſerutiny which, Mr. Haſtings. had done. It had ſtood the teſt f 
of d committees of the Houſe of Commons, ſurely not fayourably dif- . 
poſed to Nee bad bern tried and condemned. but where 
Court of DireQorapand it ar En by: his en Wün- 
as. his friends, that he. was poſſeſſed. of chote two edleritial- requilites for a | 
Governor, undoubted ability, and undoubted integrity; He called upon the 
a, character, that. the Froprietors might fairly judge berween them. To 
5 ability and! integrity, Mr. Haſlings. added what ſcarcely any one but himſelſ 
poſſeſſed, long experience in the Company's affairs, a perfect knowledge of 
t views, interoſts, and relative ſituation of the different native powers. Ilie 
knew them, and they knew him. Was this a moment, when the empire wa? 
convulſed from; one end to the other to recall a man, 'who-to ability joined- 
integrity and magnanimity, and a perfect knowledge of every ar 
his ſituation required him to know,” Governments might perhaps; in > times 
nnn“ EE har e an focal expe 
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Wah. ad was Originally intended. He left. it to the Deputy to reconcile 
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- ment, 4 hind g ce ek man, — upon | 
dhe table, appeared to have made exertions, and to pofieſs reſources exceed- 


ing the moſt: ſanguing expectations of his friends, appeated to him an act 
batle: ſhort of 'madurſs,- He aſed Whether a. perſun ignorant, ur at leaft 


comparatively i ignorant, of the ſituatios of the Indian, powers, was a properer 


perſon than Mr. Haſtings to negociate the peace which now ſeemed to be 


going on, ar whether there ever ns an inſtance of diſplacing a-negociator, 
poſſeſſed of ability and knowledge, at the motnent when his negociations 
were drawing to a point; or whether the Indian powers were mote likely to 
tunclude a peace; and to place coniitlence in a perſon ſent from this coun 
try whoſe name they never heard of, and character they were ꝓerſectly unac- 
quainted with; than with ſüch à man as he deſeribed Mr. Haſtings to be. 
A late Ministry had recalled a great naval commander im the hour of victory 
and of confidence. Were the Directors determined to prove to the world 
that thete Was no act, however abſurt and ridicubus, which they could” not 
outdo, and prove it by unhinging their Government at à time its force was 
moſt wanted, and recalling thetr negociator in the moment of negociation ? He 
then adverted to what had fallen from the Deputy Chairman, who had af- 
ſetted chat Mr Haſtings poſſeſſed ideas of conqueſt which extended from 
the mountains of H hebit to Cape Commorin : it was true he had afferted it, 
but he truſted chat the Proprietors would require ſomething more than affer- | 
tion before they conſented to the removal of Mr. Haſtings ; and fo far had 
Mr. Smith been from proving his aſſertion, that he had advanced in another 


part of his ſpeech a propoſmion that appeared to him totally inconſiſtent 


with it; for in the ſame ſentence, when he accuſed Mr. Haſtings of a deſire 
of extending his empire by force of arma, he found fault with him for pay- 
ing a lum of money to the Raja of Berar, which he had termed an act of 
ſubmiſſion: he bad ſaid that Col. Pearſe's detachment ſhould have cut their 


ideas of conqueſt with acts of ſubmiſſion, He ſhould only obſerve, that it 
was to the merch. of Col. Pearſe's detachment-that we owed. the ſafety of 
Madras; and he was happy that upon this occaſion; the Governor General 
was more pacific in his diſpoſitions, and leſs hoſtile in his views, than the 
Deputy himſelf was. 


Mr. 


© body of troops through the territories of a foreign prince, a 
euring-a ſupply to thuſe'troops during their march, ou be termed an act 


of ſubmiſſion, or that the *purchafing 4 paſſage thibugh' the” terticories'of | 
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not qiſpover any word, in che charge, agaialk. Mr, Haſtinga, however, vagyq 


under which it could be. included.... It was neither 8 tresth not à war, hora 


difpbedience_ of ordery, He ſhould, dberfnse be fully julified, in Jaying is- 


entirely out r ſince the gelolutiens had. not taken it up 33 a 


8 for his remoyal, The reſolutions contained the Directorz reaſons 


r removing the Governor General; they. had not once, allyded_ tothe, affair 
at Benares, te had therefare a right. to. ſay. that is. had, not, been thought, 
cauſe ſufficient by the Directors themſelves to, jpRify, the yote Which they 1 ee 


come to. It was that vote, "and. | reaſons pon which it was founded, as 
expreſſect in the feſblutionz themſelves, upon 74 they were at preſent 


debating, and not upon other p nts in 10 PEA 1 aſting e 
formed no part of the charge aga e 6 he Fan : * Mr. F aſtings, 
x 
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could refüte every fit hinted at för 


however dlameable or however praiſe-worthy Tl conduct "might . in other 


reſpe&s, He fare, he might give” this general" ünftwer both to this affür, to 


the ſtory of the old woman and the eunuch (introduced by General Smith, 

and ſo fully anſwered by Governor Johnſtone) and to alf the other Notes 
alluded w in che debate: they proved one thing however completely to his 
fatisfaction ; they pointed out. in the ſtrangeſt manner, the miſerable ſhifts 


to which the enemies of Mr. Haſtings were driven, in order to ſupport the 
reſolutions. for his removal. Hie had not faid; thus much, however, be- 


cauſe he thought the Benapes bulinels leſs defenſible. than any other part of 


the conduct of Mr. Haſtings. That as far as. he could learn, either 
| from verbal information or from books, it had been the uniform praftice, 
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tribute, whenever. the | xiggncies of. the State, and "the 
of the, whole, required . I this. CORN pd; he bad 


I NEE the country, in demanding an additional 
from Cheyr Sing, at a time when the general ſafety of the empite called for 


and the ſettled hs of te Me ogul v2 to exatt ſums of money 1 
bodies, of troops from 28 4 2 95 over and above the ſtared; annual 

welfare 
4005! heard it 
denied, dhe conduct, of Mr, Haſtings was pexſeftly-defendible,” The rights | 


Ag the. Mogul ove the Raja of Beparcs, were transferred to, us as completely 


they poſſeſſed them: and Mr. Haſtings did nothing but what was intirely 


it. But if he ſhould. admit, for a-moment; chat thie-condb& of the Gover- 


_*Hot"Gonetal, in this inſtance land: he only adwicred it fut the ke of afgu- 
| ment); was not ftrictly defenſible he challenged his adverſaries to aſſert that 


his conduct had been actuated hy any ſiniſter motive. In a moment of dif- 
ficulty, when a ſupply of treafure was abſolutely neceſſary for the exiſtence 
of the Company, at a moment of ſtate neceſſity, he called for a ſupply 


Fick he thought he had a'right td demand, and bad riſqued his life in the 
| cauſe. He Hill narrowly: efcaped- aſſufſinatian, and after this, was he to be 
puniſhed with à recall? nor would even his recall ſatisfy the violence of his 
enemies, unleſs the man who had baſely attempted to aſſaſſinate him, and 
Who had actuahy murdered his ſuite, were reſtored to wealth and honour. 


Mr. Anſtruther then alluded to the other accuſations that had been made 
againſt Mr.. Haſtings. bur as they had been fully anſwered. by the gentle- 


men wW¹ño ſpoke before him, we ſhall not enlarge upon them. He concluded 
R Feuer ngrnhninn 6 moon th | 
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Eating | theſe were ſtated to be, generally, that Mr. Haſtings had diſ- 
obeyed the Company's orders; that he had tnade a conſiderable promotion of 
Majors; that he had gone to Benates, for the expreſs purpoſe of getting 50 


| lacks of rupees from the Rajah and thir7 in hiv letter "to Lord Macartney, 
he avowed fentintents; \reſpeRting the bag TR e the 
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date which, from the importatice of the ſubjeR, be ſolicited their attention, 
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2060 erhae ſudject ; for where the Honourable Governor and the learned 
| had reaped, there could remain but little for him to glean. 
Upon a. ſubjet, however, of ſo much conſequence: to ide character and 
| of an individual, the of the Company, and the intereſt 
< f the nation, he could not be contented: with giving a ſilent vote. He came 
into the Court prepared todiſcuſs the whole ſubjeR of the Mararta war: or- 
tunstely, however, for Mr. Haſtings, that taſk had been performed by much 
_ #bler hands, in a manner that would not ſuffer a fingle doubt to remain with 
the candid, and muſt even , impoſe conviction upon the moſt prejudiced 
mind. The lictle matter therefore with which he ſhould trouble the Court, 


| F. WORE Oe eee 
during the courſe of the debate, and in ſome. general obſer 
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|  evnliſted of general accuſation, without ſpecifying any particular charge. 
| He perſectiy agreed in the obſervations already made, That every accuſation 
mould be preciſe in its terms, and politive as to its object 1, that it was but 
common juſtice to every man to point out the offence of which be ſtands 
|  acculed, that he may be prepared for his defence to.ſhew him the enemy he 
| had to encounter, that he might not periſh in the dark. True as theſe 
obſervations in general were, he could not however agree with the honourable 
Commodore in cenſuring akogether the reſolutions of the Court of Direftors ; 
on the contrary they appeared to him moſt wiſely adapted to their intended 
purpoſe :; and the honourable Commodore muſt have perceived it was not the 
+. Jingle end of cenſure upon Mr. Haſtings, but, as Mr. Maoſhip's proceſt had 
vir nd, th Gods paogs of cenſure yaog, te. eee 

gytic upon themſelves. To pointed out particular fats, would 
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Directors, and they reſolve £5 .difihiſs Mm ö Rag be diſebbe held, their Ger} 
fich Hifob&ditnce would have formed a gröbmcl for che like rœfdlütic ns- But 
Wü: aid Nr. Dallas, there is Riflicitiit Juices in this Court to die bim 
Adr We htte Tae of this cruel alternative from this d- edged Tt, 
Which. hate ver way it Aries; wut fe for bis Geftruct!bi.—-It Cb i 
. . not 0 el che ſtrorightt' indignarion "this attempt i" ehitrap the 
reſolutions, feplete with infultite and eruefty! THe 
| pork target rp chkfgel upon 
Mt: HANKS "recon of the Company the reſblutibns of the Sreret 
| u this Gay, th unanudüs Neaſe of min kind; out - 
impute to them the eflinindlky of the Maratta wat, and an its dn ferfueneEE “ 
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But what had paſſed in the chutſe of the debate: tuſt — c 
the world, in the oleureſt. ght, the wedkntls and -tconfiltenoy:. bf | 
Mr. Hastings ere de Ace Olwinaeri le chai r 
duceiꝭ the preſent, reſolutons hach àlſo ſigned che: different orders beforg 
mentioned a and when: preſſed vpob this point, can give no other juſtie 
fication of hicmſelf, tben that. he makes it 4 fue 6 din alblexrers/? | 
What ? does, he cake it c rule to ſigu ſuch letters as muſt jnvo 
the; Company in gemradicigry, and imppliuc avpociations, promote. offen- 
Give + treaties, unnectefiary, andcomplicatce} wars, attended with enermom 
sxpencg, dectgale ph, pationah influence; apd.geputarion, o great load of debt: 
and if heſigne thern, is he not anfwerable for their conſequences'?. Bot, as 
Mr. Anſtruther had very properly obſer vt hey had n merely ſigned the 
letikra, hut ali the icport uf A Commitee of Dice appointed) exprefily = 
20c0n:amine intotthe Oauſq of the: Manatta wur zh, report contained a | 
 appubbation ̈Zoff it. This was a deliberatel ang; for aft, after hi attention 
Hach her cxened to the ſubirdt, anti upon full and thofovgh. inveſtigation, 
Had bt 901 approved of thin report, his nage would never han appeared 
V ſnake could not Jultity his having ſighed it under his former rule of 
G 2 ſignirg 


11 8 


eee ee n en e regret in 
not make it a rule to ſign every report. On the contrary, when the Court of 
Directors had permitted an inferior ſervant of the Company to rezurn.with 
his rank to Madras, the chairman was one of four directors who not only 
diſſented. but even figned a procelt againſt the reſolution.— Even now be had 
not declared that he diſapproved of the Maratre wur, or that be conſigered 
Mr. Haſtingz to be the author of it.— Ar- Dallas obſerved, that the Court © 
muſt remember how often the honourable General, (Graeral Smith), in. the 
loud language of defiance, had dared u late worthy Chairman (Mr. Splliyan)40 
| bring before the proprietors the queſtion of che Maratta war, and bad pledg- 
ed himſelf to prove Mr. Haſtings the author of it. The day of trial is now 
dome, and the honourable General declares Mt, Haſtings is not the author of 
it, but that it in the orders of the Courrof Directors. This is indeed 
a day of triumph for Mr. Haſtings, when his moſt inveterate opponent is 
compelled to do this juſtice to his character. But the honourable General 


| had obſerved, that from the 5th of Apeil 179, the-reſpanſibility of the * 


| Maratta war reſted upon the Supreme Council. However difficult it might 
be to fix'a date from which reſponſibility ſhould commence. during the pro- 
greſs of complicated and diſtant operations, he was willing to accept the æra 
from which the honourable General choſe to date, and he pledged himſelf to 


prove, that all the diſgraceful and -calamicous circumſtances, which have 
nttended the war took place previous to that period, and that all its brilliant 
and beneficial events have happened ſubſequent to it. Was not the march to 
Cambay, the treaty of Surat, the ſhameful-ſurrender of our troops, and, the 
infamous convention of Wergaum, previous to abe gch oi April «739? Were 
of what had been called the impregnable fortreſs of Gualior 
of 


not the 
by Major Popbam, the ſurpriſe of Scindia's camp, the important ſucceſſes 
General Goddard, the peace concluded with-Scindia, fobſcquent to the.5th of 
April 1779? ind was there not at this moment the proſpect of a general peace 
with the Marattas? Mr. Haſtings, therefore, upon the honourable General's ar- 
gument, could not be cenſured as the author of the war 3 and as to the conduct 
| of it, from the moment that, according to the honourable General, he became 
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relppylible, Adee and be. en — panegyric 
inſtead of cenſure,” and reward inthe pines of diſmiſion, l Me robo pe 


rue Kirdthiph to which Mr.” Hittings tat" bo” bjedted were indeed 
of x p6cviidy nature. Abſent, Ll his wane SF bees, tuo Com- 
itiftrees of the Houſe of Commons were! firrjvg; in judgment upon him ar the 
| Fine time, while reports-were ſptead-through the pu blic prints, and tgeated 
beg copy thin Meere Seen e cock r the. eee, 
ere rhemielves'to be appeimted mo ih offices which. were. to bene v 
vy their n te They Nan never comradited de reporzs, though ſurely 
| It n ieumben upon thei, E fun, to have done fo, in, order $0 give con}- 
dence to the public-i their decifion, and to have afforded quiet to be minds 
"of thbſe whoſe characters and fortunes might be affected by their enquiries. 
The honourable Generat had been appoimed!to fill the chair of the ſelec Com- 
mitte A cireumſtanee uhich, to the laceſt hour of his life, Mr! Dube fold be 
mould mentiom us unjuſt and oppreſſive to Mir, Haſtings." The Dosen Ge. 
neral, My; Dalles obſerved, is himſelf involved in the policica.of India; he vn 
Rk 
© before Wim and? fon yen paſty! fie" derm himſelf, in the 
| debates d this Ooort / a moſt violent en 70 Mr, Haſtings's adminiſtration. 
nne 
 ſoch an app chmee, The Chairman of the Seleft. Commitce direſta him- 
elf of the impartiality of ü character the Judge deſcends from che. tribunal 
of juſtice, mites i the tümule of} this frene, unc Hhares' the intempernnag of 
eee. rte 
e ee, had-comdemoed Mr, Hlatingyin e en- 
tee "The Genital Court hed now-an accuſation before; ther ſo vagug and to 
indefinite, that the Friend of Mr. Haſtings hardly knew how ig Mert. it. No 
man had undergune ſo many, and ſoch ſevere trials,/ with circumſtances of ſo 
moch unfairneſs, as the preſent Governor General—=yot, if it be poſfible-to in 
minute frefki trials, inſtend of op n hardſhips, Mr, Haſtivgy wil | wa 
e eee in them. From this! let him appealto-the world; from 
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CCC Qne circum: 
n by: the. honourable Commodore, of a natptę ſo; 
Sa eee e woe. the noble. Lord's Sr baying gloſered, 
den beg ſcſefestpd. gd . Hewett e 
zan 3 AS Felepegt, 
UmuBixaltgs Lad, daried his Jg is wit ang, pointed Philipnics, agaioſt the, 
noble Lon Jamey, eld the: has, gffice dor.jnterfering, wich, the maynger, 
mem of the Company, formaking it: the, meap3ig{,patronags,, and the engine, 
u eee eee neveribe perde, has ſuch ap, intgrfexenoß a5 0 be 
daa ,t os he Hs, I as on adminiirgiog,;. Still lege, 
waylnidequaiedrobicegnihathlotiogxbe prograſool Agfial. Mb che cent 
of wWhidh: was abed, Ni geacrally; Beld md; e gat n nable naa £ 
men=—ſatica--chajadtcr- | f 
r e, aylizeny)alxacmucthoit fee on gene thei hays. we 
ingavs, pore: fa ihe fic enen had iralderablqucrpereſehs 
nefs of tho Court o Dictcdorkyc. Photo wanmadunedrhing:algrbas whom ang = 
favours fr :Gavernment Di id yeer ter: nene Opinions. dcliberarely: | 
ford. ox'camcirencaipriindies haainn¹i give Hadithe Sagrecary. e 
noble Lord pd did detts them! pen bi d hh x- hen 
Heard Him with degree bf Alg ha beft· opt Ad hy chwir NH hen ambeba 
preefpitancy F their retreat.) Should thomoveroevent f Apa, e 
Mr. Hafuagsw laſt 'reſubſte'is-in)the:GenerabOuort) infiere)is his frorg 
Wolz his" place of ſaſery- the abrgeſitdhlot cet the df langem 
he may vetreat; and bie a lde Me HN t we lwrigesofchervfimitiee, Ladkkobe 
venalſty of the Bifc xi nA he ed urabeCDmemhne; in ie beging 
che day, mentioned anotherpeport och buch reached has. nene M. Mm n 
Dare darm dete derne ce cen heit reſol io intoeſſtet —_— ig 
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r. 
puble couneils. From the moment theſe Gentlemen landed in Bengal, 
an the moment of Mr. Francis's Gparrute föt England, uk" untenditting cp. 
great abilitcs, us the boarde Cee e had oblerved, bored I 
amen, d. n e e Mi. Made wh with fuck 
a drag · chain upon his adminiſtration, could aft ns he had done. How much 
CN dee 
ho preſides in the chair of the Secrer Commincte muſt be well aware, 
9 aſcribed the failure of all the plans of his favourite Ad- 
miniſtration, to the violent and unceafing oppolition they received. . Even 
when the attack was propoſed upon Scindia's mi which has turged 
out ſo ſucceſsfully, it was oppoſed i eſt manner. The honourable 
Commodore has informed the Court, Wat Mr: 1 
his life upon the event; and there kü u further circymſtance. attending his 
conduct upon that occaſion which redounds too much to. his honour to be 
paſſed over in ſilence, When the extraordinary expences which would attend 
the expedition was urged as an objection to it, Me. "Me. Haſtings, without any” 
perſonal intereſt in the event, but from, pure zeal for the welfare of his em- 
ployers, materially concerned, as he wiſely judged, upon the occaſion, offered 
e2 contribute two lacks of rupees from big privace fortune, to defray the ex- 
traordinary expence, if e eee ee * 
vernor- General of Bengal, who, after thirty years.of ardygus ſervice, during 
rwelye of which he has prefided. in the higheſt office of India, if he were co 
return to- motrow to this country, his rank in. life conſidered, would return 
yebr in one . * lauſe of 


his 


81 


24 . e b friends—inſtead, le bene br. 
wee of de Company, of plundering the'people of that country-ro" earrupt — - 
che people of: rhis,/ offers-to ſacrifice a very confiderable'part of his phivate | 
fortune, thut the general good may not be impeded,” and only computes his 

Vvealch by the public proſperity e e Amar inſtance to be Wund? 
| Andiaie-the Proprietors now. called upon w diſtbiß ſuch à man from their 
_ ſervice, upon looſe, and vague, and general gecuſation, unſupported by any 
ee eee wherever ptbof had been attempted it had Aso fun 

a; ene dtn 10 Xe ** 1890528 122 Wee e endes 7 
eld vd siti 6c Mann in 5413, iin e bee Hit 1 80 

Mr. 4 b it would-be unneceſſary. gen ad er 
extreme improptiety of removing 

Mr. Hastings at ſuch a juncture, even, if cauſes might exit for it at angther 

me, in che midſt of wars and negocistioms, and ata period hen the accounts: 
from India proved of a moſt favourable nature. That he had nut forfeited: _ 
che confidence of the natives, appeared from the conduct of the Nizam and 

. the Vizier;'- A peace had been concluded wich'Midajee Scingta; boſlilities 
tad crafed with the Marattas, and Mir. Anderſon, was conlideat of Tackels in 

| Hegociating a general peace wich rhem 5; vpnanimity:ptevailed in our councils ;” 

ſocceſs attended-our atms ; reſources had been found, and applied to the pub- | 
lic exigencies; contrary: to the confident” afleitions.of Mr. . Haſtings" Lepemics, | 

| and even far beyond the:expeRtation of his tagt finguine friends.” From hi 
long and arduous ſervice, he muſt poſleſs, in a ſuperior degree, experience ce 
the management of the Company's: donetredts, ah intimate knowledge of EF 
reſources, and a general goquaintance with the views, intereſts, and. relative 

ſituations of the different powers throughout India and in the diſcharge of his . 

public duty he had manifeſted great ability, j e attention, .unabated 
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Vie. Baring folloined; nn He ane Mr. * tu N 
wery > eG: aud to have been a valuable ſer ant of he Company: 
Ile ſaid he could not forbear; remarking that ahedience 10 orders. had been 
_ a ſtriking part of his charafter 4; that 30 acting conttary to ordets he had. 
been often right, apc ſometimes wrongs . He {#4 he had. as well es athers,... 
been much dazzled by the late accounts from ladia, and in particular by 
the Lacedemonian epiſtle, as the Honourable Governor had: juſtiy aalled it. 


for every, word ini it was a ſentence; but when, he game to read it attentiyely, 
he did not conceive it conveyed accounts ſo very favourable. The Souernn 


General had talked of remitting Five Lacks monthly to Madras by bills my. 
but Five Lacks would not pay the expener bf the ariny. He. rilked/of 

uniting the Maratzas, Moodajec: Booſla, and the Niaam, againſt Hyder 
Ho was that poſſible, when it was à part of his intention to wreſt certain 
err ee This he wiſied to 
nee, 22M 3a © horn lo deren Nr 4 it 
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Major Scott roſe to. explains. He fide cpld 906 ſopprels his aftoniſh 
ment at the caſe put by the worthy. Director, What |. was, it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that Mr. Haſtings, in 1782, myſt offer the ſame terms 1o.Moodajee 
Booſla as he had propoſed to treat upon in 1778+, when, ous political ſpltem- 
was ſo totally different? That. the fact might at once. be cleared hy a zefer- 
ence to Mr. Chapman's inſtruQions : „ it. would. then be ſeen that peace with. 
all the Marattas was the firſt 170 reat objec, and. the. next an alliance Tak 


them the Nizam, and the Englih, againſt Euer Aly and the Ereach... 


-Gbvernor Johnſtone reptied as” to Mr. Bae, He obſerved, that the. 
_ worthy Director was too good a merchant not "to Know that as ſuch conli- 
derable ſums had been exported in | ſpeci to Madras from Bengal, the ne. 
ceſſity of ſending caſh to- great amount molt ledtn every day. "The caſe 
was the ſame in America. We had, at the coitimencement of the war, ſent 
over large ſurns, and now aft remittances were Hegociated by bills... Mr. 
Haſtings does not aſſert that Five Lacks per month Thalf be all the e ſupply 
he: will ſend. 
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Mr. n He did b 
vernor, he ſaid. He then obſerved" that the French had taken the man 
ſeom his retreat to ſend to India, who appeared; to be beſt-acquainted- uh 
ide views, che intereſts, and the; langneges of the native Princes of. India: 

| that they had font him out with. full power to act as: circumſtances. might 
direct. Of Mr. Haſtings; he obſerved,” that, like u great ſtateſman now: no 
more, he ſeemed. detetmined not to be reſponſible ſor meaſures which he was 
not allowed to guide. Whether Mr. Baring afligned this as the only reaſan 
Hor recalling him, or od oe rh we Fe gerieftly — pag | 
Dee vey ton. "pal Ada 


ie, teuere, 11 1 We 110 7 : 
© Gavernce Johaflone: coſe again. He wondered, be ſaid, that 8 
Director ſhauld, in his place, acquaint. his conſtituents with one breath that 
the French had ſent / out the man beſt acquainted with the language, manners, 
and cuſtoms oßᷣ the itatives; and in the net declare his. affent to reeall Mr. 
Haſtings,- who! certainly poſſeſſecd, in a very ſuperior degree, all the qualities 
requiſia to oppoſe to ſo able a man a Mr. Buſſy. There was a degree of 
folly in the idea of recalling Mr: Haſtings after ſuch a declaration of the 
| obſerved chat Mr. Haſtings; in one inſtance, acted like a late great ſtateſman. 
There were indeed many features: in tlie character of that great ſtateſman 
eee de eee Were eee _ 
culated through des a ere bg U een 0 6 
evety opprobrious epithet was beſtowe@ upon it? A man was" brought into 
the Houſe of Commons to attack the great ſtateſman upon that head ; though 
every perſon now applatiged-the wiſdom of it, and lamented that at this 
moment ve had not a Germam war: So it was with Mr. Haſtings. In What 
teres had che march of our troops actos India been mentioned? yet it ſuc - 
Ceeded. Ho Hack the treaty with the Rank of Gokid;" and our invaflon o 
Malwa, been oppoſed ? | yet a peace” with Madajee Sindia was the conſe. 
quence. The Goveinor inſiſted upon it, that the late intelligence gave us, 
the faireſt hopes of 20 5 der dun ww _ thing ; in the N RY 10 
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admiſſion, vhich muſt operate to ſuſpend any determination upon ſo vague 
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e e th Ae kloner . and fai, 7 
Fee this late hour, and e Mi e 
much exhauſted, to fatigue the Court with diſcuſſing at large the merits of 
the Governor General: I riſe only to tale notice” of one ot twa of the argu-- 
ments adduced, from behind the bar, in ſupport of the reſblutionꝭ of the Court 
rr al ante nr gy 04h 
which I mean ftrifly 10 confine uit. Herve Pie; 7 als FE zen 
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be Wen avon by PRIDE EE ITE who ſpoke lat Mir. 1 fir 
his ſupport of thoſe reſolutions is, the Gortieur General's dillon of the | 
orders of the Ditectors. , Yet the ſamè gentleman” immediately fubjoins-an' 


and indefinite a charge, via. that thoſe orders: have; been in many inſtances. 
directly eontradictory. Where orders are ſent aut directly repugnant tu each 
other, it is impoſſible for thoſe, to whom they are addreſt, if they act at all, 
not to fall under the imputation of a diſobedience; of orders. Till therefore 


the particular inſtances of diſobedience are ſpecified, and all the orders of the: 


Directors upon the ſubject are examined, together with the whole' ſtate of the- 
caſe; and the reaſons given by the Governor Genetal for his conduct, n0 fair 

and accufate judgement. can be paſſed upon it. Neither is it ſtrictly to the. 
preſent queſtion to. enter into a diſobedience af orders generally, chat being- 
no part of the charge on-which the removal is founded. The crime imputed. 
to Mr. Haſtings, by that charge, as far as it can be aſcertained with preciſion,., 


from amidſt the looſe and ſplendid verbage, in which it is. involved, is this 3. 


that Mr. Haſtings has, in direct violation of the orders of the Coutt of Direct 
ors, involved the Company, in unncceſſary and complicated wars, (produiive- 
of the moſt ruinous and diſtreſsful conſequences, This is.the-kind of dif- 
obedience charged, and to this therefore the argument and the provts, ought,. 
to be confined, Naw, it has been admitted by the accuſers of Mr. Haſtings, 
that the only war alluded to in theſe reſolutions.is hat with the Marattas. It. 
is alſo admitted, that that war originated. in the treaty. with Ragoba,. and. 
the ſeizure of the iſland of Salſette. The argument is reduced then ta. 
this plain queſtion of fact, Did Mr. Haſtings originally undertake or adviſe. 
* thoſe 


. 


* 4 
moſe meaſures, Ae Seth nn 


of the Court of Directors? Theſe are matters of hiſtorical fact, of which the 
TE records of the Company afford clear and undeniable evidence; and from that | 


evidence it | appears manifeſt, that the charge is direQly falſifed in both its 
parts. The ſole original authors of thoſe meaſures were the preſidency of 


Bombay, urged by the anxious wiſhes ſo often expreſſed in the orders of the 


Court of Directors for obtaining the object of thern, but without the leaſt 
privity or knowledge on the part of Mr. Haſtings. | The opinion he enter- . 
tained of the folly of thoſe meaſures, and the fatal conſequences they were 
likely to produce, appears from the minute he entered, as ſoon as the intelli- 
gence reached Bengal, upon the 3züſt of May, 1775, The whole of the 
minute ought to be read. The Secret Committee of the Houle of Commons, 
in their zich report, page 72, give this abridgment of it: „ He (che 
« Governor General) avowed himſelf to condemn the conduct of the Preſi- 
dent and Council of Bombay in making this treaty (the treaty with Ragoba). 
n tenredſonable, impolitic, "juſt, and Saurhiriſed; becauſe it had been 
« attended with no deciſive effects, but was likely to create. an indefinite 
< ſcene of troubles throughout India. He expreſſed an equal diſapprobation. 
« of the manter in "which the 5585 of the meaſure had been com- 
e menced; and thetefors would provef Ag, the treaty as invalid, and tht 
«. war as impulitic, dangeroies, and unauthoriſed :* but ar the ſame time he 
« confeſt his doubts about the moſt adviſeable method of correcting the miſs 
« chief, amidſt ſuch a. variety of probable contingencies, and under a totał 
« ignorance of their plan of. operations,” . After proceeding to ſtate his plan. 
he obſerves, that ** he offers theſe opinions with theſe exceptions, becauſe in 
« this unfortunate dilemma he ſaw no· option But that of the leaſt evil. 
Mr. Haſtings's condemnation of the war was not expreſt in words only; he 
immediately took the moft effectunl method for putting a ſpeedy termination 
to it, dy deputing Colonel Vpton to Poonah with terms of accommodation. 
How then can Mr. Haſtings be accuſed; confiſtently with truth or juſtite, of 
being the author of a war, the commencement and plan'and- object of which- 
he ſo explicitly condemned ?—Ler us now advert-to the conduct of the Court: 
of Directors upon this occaſion. Where do their pacific principles, moderation, 
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They immediately embrace with eagerneſs the Plan of an acquiſicion of - 


territory. . The, ſeizure of Salſette, and | the, iteaty with Ragoba, the 
grand cauſes and ſubject of the war, are warmly, approved. In their firſt 


letter, and every ſubſequent diſpatch from December 1775» to May 1779, in 


every ſtage of the war, and in their ſolemn review. of it, theſe great points 
are uniformly and obſtinately adhered to, Is it an anſwer to this. to adduce. 


a8 a proof 0 of the pacific diſpoſition of the Court of Directors, prior orde 
recommending a general ſyſtem and line of conduct? Whatever might be her HY 
general plan in this inſtance, they thought it wiſe to depart from it, and 00 
gives ſpecific and unequivocal ſanction to different Principles The incon- 
diſtency of ſuch general profeſſions with the conduct that was then purſued, 
was ſhrewdly remarked by the miniſters at Poonah t9 Colonel Upton, 
4 They aſl me (writes che Colonel) a thouſand times, why. we make ſuch pro- 
« feſſions of honour, and diſapprove the war entered into by the Bombay 
Government, when we are ſo deſirous of en eee. 
ß in 4s 412 able in u eZ 52 


By direRing : a perſeverance 3 in TIE: desty ith. Ragoba, and * — 
ing poſſeſſion of Salſette, they virtually directed the continuance of the 
war; and it was owing to theſe directions, and the orders ſent out to lay 
hold of the ſlighteſt pretence of provocation to break. dee ol Poor- 


under, abet che-regewal, of hoſtilities took ern 


"The Court of DireQtors therefore were clearly the encouragers and. 


abettors of this war ; and if not ſolely, are principally chargeable with the. 


reſponſibility of ,it—Mr. Haſtings has acted throughout only a ſecondary 
and ſubordigate part. His, firſt endeavours, prior to receiving any orders 
from the Court of Directors, were. to negociate a ſpecdy termination of it: 
his ſubſequent ones have been in conformity, and not in qppoſition to the 
orders, he received, to proſecute the war with ſucceſs. Ip both infances he 
Nands entirely acquitted of the charge imputed to him by theſe reſolutions. 
| With 
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* reſpect to wany topics which have been inlifte@ upon in a. 
fation, I forbear to notice them, becauſe they relate not to the cauſe, but to 
_ the conduct of the war; which" mäkes 50 CPR . 15 bens 1 
which * Ulenefore foreigh 1 to the prone queſtion 
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Other att deen as Mee ducsd . 8 to „ e 
One of chem T'canhor help adverting to, becauſe ſo much ſtreſs has been laid 
upon it by the Chairman :I mean the letter of Mr. Haſtings to Lord 
Macartney.—Before that letter was read, I was. very much ſtruck, with the 
repreſentation that was given of its contents. We were told that the prin 
ciples. publicly avowed. by the, Governor General were, chat the, Rajah, of 
Tamore ought not to hold a ſingle rupec,. nor a grain; of rice, but at the. 
Ny the Company.. Though F was unable to diſcover the connection 

which this letter had with the charge contained in the reſolutions before us, 
for which. reaſon it appeared to me not quite fair to adduce it on a ſudden) 


againſt bim at this time, yet I confeſs I could not help thinking the doctrine 


held forth in it merited the cenſure which had been beſtowed, upon it; and I 
was equally ſurpriſed at the wickeflgels af the Governor General in enter - 
taining ſuch. ſentiments, and his weakneſs in avowing. whom: te a: pablo! 
* 8 


ech 170 4675 big ot dag l 
The reading of. eee ones rein Sao 
and ſurpriſe; and fhewn that the meaning of it was miſropreſented, by taking 
the words contained in it ſeparately by themſelves, without a reference: to the 
context, the occaſion of uſing them, and the ſtate of the Carhatic gt che? 
time this letter was rieten. By this partial quoration, the Gbernor Gent ral 
was made to reconmnend that univerſally, which it is how evident he moant 


ſhould. be hed recourſe to only in the particular caſe, and under the circum - 


ſtances, of which-he is ſpeał ing ·¶ The fubjet of the letter is the diftfeſyfub- 
and deſperate condition of the Carnatic, (that, I think, is the (phraſe) and the! 
means ef procuring teſources to carry on the war He ſpeaks of epreſent . 
1 eee rern the re 
- ſources” 


Þ; — Por 


ans af the Cana vers ft apa a hige( Hu leh ht Me 
criſis the Rajah of Tanjore had refuſed to contribute grain to the ſubſiſtence 
of the army, although called upon by the Nabob, his undoubted ſovereign, 
and by the Preſidency of Madraſs, who are, as Mr. Haſtings obſerves, 
charged with the entire defence of the ſtate,” of which the Rajah of Tarjore 
is a member, and of his depenidante, 1 can ſcarce offer an opinion in ſuch a * 
abb . ea, coded W 
W ͤ Ä celan Y 


The opinion that he then gives, * play at the heats" gs to , 
the time that the ſervice continues in its preſent deſperate condition. We all 
know to what a ſtate of extreme danger the whole of our poſſeſſions in that 
quarter have been more than onte reduced in the courſe of this war, for want 
of a temporary ſupply.— In the beginning of laſt year, a few months before 
the date of this letter, Sir Eyre Coote and the army blockaded at-Cuddalore, 
(a place in the neighbourhood of Tanjore) by Hyder Ally's whole force, and 
all relief by ſea cut off by the French fleet then laying off Cuddalore, were 
reduced to five days proviſions, and were afterwards miraculouſly ſaved by 
| —ůů LL os e- ure e of 
mmm. $3 


In ſuch an alarming criſis, when the whole country, except what is poſſeſſed | 
by the Rajah of Tanjore; is in the hands of the enemy; if that Rajah, ſo nearly 
connected with, and dependant upon us, and whoſe country muſt be even- 
tually involved in the common danger, either from diſaffection, or avarice, or 
timidity, -withholds the neceſſary ſupply, having the means in his power, 
and being aſſured of a future reimburſement, can any one blame the 'Go- 
vernor General for ſaying, that in ſuch an exigency the Company engaged 
in the protection of the Rajah's s fort and country muſt not have recourſe: to 
compulſory means of relief? The Chairman aſks, whether theſe are principles 
fit to be held by the repreſentative of a commercial company? They are 
and muſt be the principles of every wiſe power poſſeſſed of territories, and 
engaged in a perilous war in the defence of them. They are principles uni- 
erſally allowed and practiſed in all nations. State neceſſity, great public 


exigency, 
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ſion of territory in the other parts pf India: Lord Clive and Wr. Verelft, with t 
the approbation of the Company, had been long in treaty ſor che ceſſion . 
Cultack, by which they would have diſmembered the Maratta empire. The - ._ 
orders were founded in wiſdom, and the poſſeſſion of ſo important a diſtrict _ 
| would be of the utmoſt conſequence, Mr. Sullivan did not mean to'caſt a 
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r be ent im jt Moderation | e 
im ſuch a mompat;.howerer: pleaing in, theory, canbot be; reduced: into = 6145 
- pration, then dhe, ſacrifice. off the. public ſafety:r-" Theſe apear-to, me Ci 
de che ſentiments of the Governor General expreſiad_inehis letter upon-a- für 22 
and candid conſtruction of it, and I cannot think eg in the leaſt 
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Ie Sullizan, 
n das contained in the reſglugigns, ſines | 
| the fads ſtated: maſk certainly, never, did exiſt. Hee affirmed thay che, NMaratta 23 
war originated in. England; that, many, years agd, it. was under deliberation, | 8 
with the leading DireRtors. to give. up. Bombay, on account of the immenſe 
. expence that attended keeping poſſeſſion of it; but the excellence of the 1 
8 wg us of the gulphs;” induced) them to keep 
it. The next-conſidefarion then was,” the acquiſition of Salſetre and Buff. 
Theſe being thought of the utmoſt? importance, the Dired&ors at ons. © 
approved of the treaty with Ragoba, becauſe it ſecured them a revenue oh ; 
the Malabar coaſt. He then thought the Directors acted right; he thought ſo 
ſtill; he avowed his ſhare of the reſponſibility attending it, and never would 2 
chrink from it: neither was it true that che Company had deſired no acceſ- ** 


reflection upon the Directors for having iſſued ſuch orders; very far from it: 
but by the complexion of the preſent 'reſdlutivns, it ſhould ſeem as if the " as 
Directors were deſirous of ſhrinking from the reſponſibility of orders, which — 
he avowed having a ſhare in, and at this moment approved of, Wi reſpest © i i: 
to Mr. Haſtings, he avowed his regard for him, becauſe he deemed hima + 
wiſe, faichfol, and able ſervant; and whenever he was recalled, he ſhould [+ DHA 
n | 
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_ fimes' led che Chair of the: Company, ſeemed to make a very ſenſible 5 
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Some dſultory converſation then took place, but of no moment to che : 

great Queſtion, which was called for near Nine o'clock, We are p | | 

Koster that in the foregoing imperfe& ſketchies of the different ſpeeches or N 
is importa t dh, we have. dene jüttiee t none of the Gentlemen who! 8 ; 
: fpoke' fo ably in the courſe of ſo long a debate: but the whole was con- | 1 7 7 
ducded in Court with the utmoſt propriety and decorum:... JJ 
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| When the queſtion. had been called for, the Chairman | 
ee might go to a ballot; and Goyernor Johnſtone, and all Mr. Haſte 1 
ings's friends, being very defirous that the ſenſe of zhe Company ſhould be 4 
taken upon it in the fulleft manner, very readily conſented. But a very fin- <5 
: aular circumſtance followed: Nine names could not be procured amongſt- . 7 
te Proprietors. Governor, Johnſtone very generouſly ſigned the requiſitions 15, x 


himſelf; and- what is, we Bo he | 
puty, and many of the e 
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